
WHAT DO WE  
LEARN FROM  
ALL TH1S?

www.WW100SCOTLAND.com

An exhibition based on stories from World War 
One, with artwork created by young people 
from across Scotland and supported by 
augmented reality.
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The Exhibition
Welcome to the WW100 Scotland Exhibition What Do We Learn From All Th1s? 
an interactive art installation. The Exhibition is the final event in Scotland’s 
Commemorative Programme for the Centenary of World War One. Over the past five 
years Scotland’s Commemorative Programme has remembered significant events 
from World War One which had a particular impact on Scotland. Events such as the 
Battles of Arras, Jutland and Loos and tragedies such as the Quintinshill train crash 
and the sinking of the Iolaire. However, the centenary of the conflict has brought to 
light many stories of the impact of WWI on individuals and communities and a few of 
these are also remembered within the Art Installation.

The artworks are unique and worth looking at on their own. However, by using one of 
the iPads provided you will see much more. Through digital technology you will see 
more detail of the story and, in some cases, additional images. This catalogue provides 
you with a brief outline of each story. You can browse if you choose but, if you want to 
learn more about a particular story, you can find its location by looking for its number on 
the exhibition map which accompanies the installation.

To ensure freedom of movement whilst viewing only a limited number of iPads are 
available at any one time. Please be aware that at busy times the time you have use 
of an iPad may be limited. 

It’s History
The Exhibition was commissioned by the Scottish Commemorations Panel, a 13 
strong Panel of experts established in 2013 by the Scottish Government to give 
advice and deliver a programme of events to commemorate the centenary of World 
War One in Scotland. 

Through Creative Scotland, design company Lateral North was engaged to create 
a unique exhibition. In five Print Studios across Scotland – Aberdeen, Dundee, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Inverness, students were invited to choose a story and 
create a print which symbolised the meaning of that story for them. Some of the 
Studios invited schools to participate so, overall, the age range of the artists is from 
14 to 25. These unique artworks have been pieced together to form the abstract 
interactive map of Scotland which is the exhibition. The exhibition opens in the 
Scottish Parliament in September 2019 followed by a tour of Scotland. 

It’s Future
Following the tour, the Exhibition will be available for hire from Poppyscotland, the 
charity which provides support to members past and present of the armed forces 
and their families. 
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THE STUDIOS
Highland Print Studio is 
a printmaking and digital 
imaging facility based in 
Inverness in the Scottish 
Highlands. The Studio 
operates from its own 
premises overlooking the 
River Ness, in the heart of 
the city and has facilities 
for a range of printmaking 
techniques including 
screenprint, intaglio,  
relief print and lithography 
(photo-plate and stone).

Its recently upgraded digital 
suite includes facilities for 
high-spec digital imaging, 
large-format photographic 
printing and high-resolution 
scanning.

Glasgow Print Studio was 
founded in 1972 as an 
artist led initiative providing 
facilities and workshop 
space to artists using  
fine art printmaking. 

Now, as an internationally 
acclaimed centre of 
excellence in fine art 
printmaking, Glasgow 
Print Studio promotes 
contemporary and 
innovative printmaking 
through supporting artists, 
exhibitions, learning  
and conservation.

Dundee Contemporary Arts 
(DCA) is an internationally 
renowned centre for 
contemporary art that 
enables audiences, artists 
and participants to see, 
experience and create. With 
two beautiful large-scale 
gallery spaces, two thriving 
cinema screens, a busy print 
studio, an award-winning 
learning programme and 
a packed programme of 
events, workshops, classes 
and activities aimed at all 
ages and abilities, DCA is 
one of the most successful 
arts organisations in the UK.

Peacock Visual Arts is 
based in Aberdeen and 
works with renowned 
and emerging artists, 
with a wide range of print 
facilities. Peacock have 
worked on print projects 
with the likes of Adam 
Bridgland, John Byrne, 
Janice Kerbel, David 
Noonan, Toby Paterson, 
Barbara Rae, Ralph 
Steadman, Frances Walker 
and many more.

Edinburgh Printmakers 
was established in 1967 
as the first open access 
print studio in Britain. It’s 
mission is to support artistic 
excellence in the medium 
of print through inspiration, 
innovation and learning. 
Edinburgh Printmakers also 
houses two contemporary 
art spaces with year 
round exhibitions and 
associated events that 
showcase ground-breaking 
artwork from the world of 
contemporary art in print 
from Scotland, the UK  
and across the world.

The success of Edinburgh 
Printmakers has resulted 
in the acquisition and 
restoration of the former 
North British Rubber 
Company Headquarters – 
Castle Mills, into a vibrant 
new arts centre that 
includes an expanded print 
studio, galleries, studio 
spaces, cafe and shop. 
Edinburgh Printmakers’ 
new home features as a 
story within the publication 
since North British Rubber 
Company produced 
1,185,036 pairs of boots  
for soldiers in the trenches. 
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1. Spy on the Forth 
   Jonathan Gibbs, 

Programme Director, Illustration, Edinburgh College Of Art

Carl Hans Lody was a German 
naval officer recruited by German 
Intelligence to spy on the activity 
of the British Fleet anchored in 
the Firth of Forth. Sadly for Lody 
(who operated under the name 
of Charles Inglis with a fake 
American passport) he was not 
terribly good as a spy and was 
soon spotted by MI5. He tried  

to escape to Ireland but was 
quickly captured, tried and 
sentenced to death. 

2. Nurse Mary Lee Milne from Selkirk
   Charlotte Pascoe,  

Edinburgh College Of Art

Mary Lee Milne was a widow 
when she volunteered to join 
the Scottish Women’s Hospitals 
as a cook. Led by surgeon and 
renowned suffragist, Dr Elsie 
Inglis, she left her home in Selkirk 
to travel to Archangel in Russia. 
During their service, the women 
became caught up in the Russian 
Revolution of 1917. Mrs Milne 
recorded her war experiences 

in Russia, Romania and France 
in a series of journals and took 
pictures using a camera she 
managed to smuggle into her 
belongings. 

3. Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig
General Sir Douglas Haig 
succeeded Field Marshal Sir John 
French as Commander-in-Chief 
of the British Expeditionary Force 
on 19th December 1915. In 1919, 
after the war, he was created Earl 
Haig and devoted himself to trying 
to ensure help for those who had 
served. In 1921, he established 
the Earl Haig Fund, with the aim 
of providing help in time of need 
to all who served in the Armed 
Forces and their dependents. In 
1926 his wife, 

Lady Haig, established a Poppy 
Factory in Edinburgh to produce 
poppies exclusively for Scotland.

Pilar Garcia De Leaniz, 
Edinburgh College Of Art 
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4. Commander Henry Peel Ritchie VC  
at Dar-es-Salaam 
In 1914 Commander Henry Peel 
Ritchie led a successful seaborne 
assault on the port of Dar-es-
Salaam in Tanzania disabling 
German vessels the Konig and 
the Kaiser Wilhelm II. As Ritchie 
and his crew made their escape 
they came under heavy fire and 
Ritchie was forced to take over 
the wheel of the ship. Despite 
enduring eight wounds, and 
eventually losing consciousness 
due to lack of blood, Ritchie 

steered his ship to safety before 
collapsing. His heroic actions 
resulted in him receiving the 
Victoria Cross, the highest 
military award. 

Shiya Xu,  
Edinburgh College Of Art 

5. Football goes to war
The story of the Battalion raised 
by Colonel George McCrae 
and named in his honour, and 
the contribution footballers, 
supporters and other sportsmen 
made to the war effort. 

   Charlotte Henderson,  
Edinburgh College Of Art

6. Stobs Prisoner Of War Camp 
   Alice Griffin,  

Edinburgh College Of Art

Originally built as a military 
training camp near Hawick, 
Stobs Camp was used to house 
prisoners of war in WWI. When 
the war started in 1914 Stobs 
held mainly internees (foreign 
nationals from enemy territories 
living in Britain) but as the war 
progressed and the number of 

Germans captured increased 
Stobs became a military only  
PoW camp.
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8. Scotland’s First Air Raid 
   Yuanghong (Mary) Chang, 

Edinburgh College Of Art

On the evening of April 2nd 1916, 
Edinburgh became the first UK 
city to suffer air raids in WWI. 
Two Zeppelin’s were headed for 
the Forth Bridge but had difficulty 
finding it in the dark so instead 
dropped their bombs on the city. 
Thirteen people were killed and 
24 injured in the raid. The incident 
was the greatest loss of civilian 

lives from a German attack  
on Scottish soil during the  
First World War. 

9. Commercial Artist  
Thomas Curr

   Celia Wood,  
Edinburgh College Of Art

Tom was regarded as one of 
Scotland’s most successful and 
accomplished commercial artists 
and cartoonists. When war 
broke out he produced posters 
encouraging men to enlist. 
When the war was over he was 
engaged to design a poster to 
promote fundraising to build a 

Scottish National War Memorial. 
The Memorial opened in 
Edinburgh Castle in 1927. 

7. Major Kennedy-Cochran-Patrick:  
Developing the use of aerial photography
The story of how flying ace 
William’s experience during the 
war led him to work in developing 
new surveillance technology after 
the war.

Rebecca Sheerin,  
Edinburgh College Of Art 
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10. The Dreghorn Trenches 
   Melanie Grandidge,  

Edinburgh College Of Art

In Covenanters Wood at Dreghorn 
thousands of soldiers prepared 
for battle on the Western Front by 
digging trenches and undertaking 
battlefield drills. One hundred 
years later these trenches have 
been excavated in a bid to find out 
more about how and when they 
were used and the role they played 
in preparing soldiers for battle. 

11. The Scottish National War Memorial
   Eilidh Muldoon, 

Edinburgh College Of Art

Scotland’s National War 
Memorial stands at the highest 
point within Edinburgh Castle. 
Built by public subscription in 
the years following WWI, the 
Memorial contains the names of 

Scots servicemen and women 
from all the Armed Services, 
the Dominions, Merchant Navy, 
Women’s Services, Nursing 
Services and civilian casualties  
of WWI and all conflicts since. 

12. Poet Wilfred Owen
Wilfred Owen was a Lieutenant 
in the Lancashire Fusiliers when, 
in 1917, he was diagnosed as 
suffering from neurasthenia 
or shell shock. He was sent 
to Craiglockhart War Hospital 
in Edinburgh for treatment. 
It was while recuperating at 
Craiglockhart that he met poet 
Siegfried Sassoon. Although 
Owen had been writing poetry 
since before the war it was his 
friendship with Sassoon that 
helped him produce some of the 
most powerful poems of WWI. 

     Annie Adam,  
Edinburgh College Of Art
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13. The Lure of War 
   Miranda Smith,  

Edinburgh College Of Art

When war broke out, Britain’s 
army desperately needed to 
recruit more soldiers. Many saw it 
as an opportunity to take part in a 
great adventure, teach the enemy 
a lesson, become a hero and 
be home for Christmas. William 
Darling, a future Lord Provost of 
Edinburgh, expressed an attitude 
that was shared by many young 

Scots, declaring ‘I must 
somehow, get into uniform’. 

14. Border Poet George Hope Tait
   Katrine Lyck,  

Edinburgh College Of Art

Artist George Hope Tait was born 
in Innerleithen in 1861. He had 
a great love of the Borders and 
was instrumental in the building 
of a war memorial after the 
war. George also wrote poetry 
including some reflecting on  
the war.

15. North British Rubber Company
Cases of trench foot during 
World War One would have been 
a lot more common if not for the 
efforts of the workforce at North 
British Rubber Co., Castle Mills. 
With the start of the War, came 
a demand for a durable, rubber 
soled boot for the trenches. 
Commissioned by the Ministry  
of War, the Wellington boot was 
conceived in 1916. The North 
British Rubber Company set to 
work 24 hours a day, eventually 
producing 1,185,036 pairs of 
boots for soldiers in the trenches. 

Castle Mills is now the home  
of Edinburgh Print Makers. 

    Mhairi Braden, 
Edinburgh College Of Art
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16. Dr Elsie Inglis and the Scottish  
Women’s War Hospitals 
Famously told by the War Office 
to ‘go home and sit still’, Elsie 
went home and instead recruited 
1,500 (mostly) women to form 
the Scottish Women’s Hospital 
movement. Field hospitals were 
set up close to the front line in 
France, Romania, Serbia and 
Russia. Despite being terminally 
ill, Dr Inglis worked as long as she 
possibly could, refusing to leave 
Russia, despite the country being 

in the throes of a revolution, until 
she was sure the Serbian soldiers 
she was treating were given safe 
passage home. Forced to return 
home because of her failing 
health, she died in Newcastle  
on 26th November 1917. 

Seobhan Hope,  
Edinburgh College Of Art 

17. Stately Hospitals 
   Christiana Messina,  

Edinburgh Printmakers Artist

The conflict from 1914-18 
caused many great houses and 
other landmark buildings to 
alter their use to become war 
hospitals, often treating enemy 
servicemen as well as Allies. 
One such was Edinburgh Castle 
which converted an ordnance 

store into a 60 bed military 
hospital. The Castle hospital 
dealt with over one hundred 
German casualties after the 
Royal Navy sunk the German 
battleship Blucher. 

18. The Kaiser’s Spy in Scotland
   Veronica Merlo,  

Edinburgh Printmakers Artist

In July 1912 Dr Armgaard 
Karl Graves became the first 
person to be tried in Scotland 
for offences under the Official 
Secrets Act, 1911. He was under 
orders from Berlin to obtain vital 
information about the Royal 
Navy’s latest weaponry and 
strength. Whilst in prison, Graves 
revealed information to British 
Intelligence about other 

German spies in the country, 
thus becoming one of the  
world’s first double agents.
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19. The Surrender of the German Fleet 
On 21 November 1918, the 
German High Seas Fleet crossed 
the North Sea and surrendered 
to the Royal Navy which was 
waiting for them in the Firth of 
Forth. Surrounded by the British 
Grand Fleet and representative 
ships from Allies, the German 
Fleet was escorted up the East 
Coast of Scotland to Scapa Flow 
in Orkney. This was undoubtedly 
the mightiest gathering of 
warships in one place on  
one day in naval history. 

     Sophie Demery,  
Edinburgh College Of Art

20. The Dickson Brothers
Brothers Archibald and Robert 
Dickson both served in the Royal 
Navy and although they served 
on different ships, both found 
themselves at the Battle of 
Jutland. Archie’s ship, HMS Queen 
Mary went down with the loss of 
1,200 men, including Archie. 

Robert’s ship, HMS Benbow, was 
luckier and survived the battle 
returning to its base in the Firth 
of Forth. Each year, for as long as 
she was able, Archie’s mother laid 
a wreath in the Firth of Forth on 
the anniversary of the battle.

  Felix Charlton,  
Edinburgh Printmakers Artist

  

 
  

21. John Logie Baird’s  
Undersocks 

   Tiegan Murray,  
City of Glasgow College

A decade before inventing 
the television John Logie 
Baird invented an undersock 
for soldiers to wear on the 
battlefield. Trench Foot was 
the scourge of soldiers in the 
trenches and could lead to 
amputation in the worst cases. 

Baird’s undersock helped 
prevent this crippling condition 
and was very much appreciated 
by the soldiers.
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22. Submarine K13 Disaster
   Robert Grouchy,  

City of Glasgow College

In 1915 the British Admiralty 
secretly planned a class of 
submarines of revolutionary 
design. These submersible 
destroyers, as they were called, 
were to be the largest, heaviest 
and fastest submarines built 
anywhere in the world at that 
time. Driven on the surface by 
steam engines, with a conning 
tower and retractable funnels, 
they proved to be so fast that no 

British submarines of the 1939-
45 War could have outstripped 
them. Between August 1916 
and May 1918 the Royal Navy 
commissioned 17 of these 
vessels, designating them the “K” 
class. In the 16 years between 
1917 and 1932 over 300 men 
lost their lives in the “K” class and 
all died as the result of accidents. 

23. RMS Lusitania 
Euan Mathie,  
City of Glasgow College 

The loss of the RMS Lusitania 
was one of the most controversial 
tragedies of WWI. A British owned 
passenger liner, the ship was fired 
on by a German u-boat and went 
down quickly off the coast of 
Ireland with the loss of 1,198 lives, 
including 128 Americans. The 
Americans were incensed by this 
attack as they were still a neutral 
country. 

24. Arthur Roberts’ war against prejudice
   Amy Smith,  

City of Glasgow College

Glaswegian Arthur Roberts was 
Scotland’s first black soldier. 
When he returned to his job at 
a Clydeside shipbuilders after 
the war he was dismayed to be 
faced with racial abuse from the 
same type of men he had fought 
alongside during the war.
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25. Red Clydeside 
   Lauren McSharry, 

City of Glasgow College

The First World War changed 
Scotland in many ways and 
set in motion social movement 
which reverberated down through 
the century. In 1919, fearful 
that a workers’ protest against 
unfair working conditions and 
rents would turn into full scale 
revolution the Government of 
the day ordered 12,000 troops, 
machine guns and tanks on to  
the streets of Glasgow. 

26. From Private to Air Vice Marshal
During World War One many 
young men who had enlisted in the 
army were encouraged to transfer 
to the Royal Flying Corps. The fast 
growing aerial warfare was still in 
its infancy and was desperately 
needing recruits. 

For some of those who transferred 
it provided new and exciting 
opportunities. Sir Matthew Brown 
Frew could hardly have guessed 
that having started his career as 
a Private in the Highland Light 
Infantry he would finish 32 years 
later as an Air Vice Marshal.

     Sara Pakdel-Cherry,  
City of Glasgow College

27. John Inglis Gilmour
   Sam McQuiston,  

City of Glasgow College

In December 1915 John Inglis 
Gilmour transferred from the 
Argyll and Southern Highlanders 
to the Royal Flying Corps 
and gained his Royal Aero 
Club Aviator’s Certificate in 
March 1916. Gilmour became 
Scotland’s ‘top’ flying Ace but 
sadly committed suicide by 
cyanide poison in London  
in 1928.
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29. North British Locomotive Company
The company was formed 
through the amalgamation of 
several engineering companies 
who produced 447 locomotives 
in a year. During World War One 
the company produced shells of 
all sizes, portable pill boxes and 
sea mines, aeroplanes, tanks, 

military bridges and artificial 
limbs. With the lack of a male 
labour force a large part of  
the production as carried  
out by women. 

Kate Elliot, 
City of Glasgow College 

 

 28. Home at Last 
   Emma Smieszek,  

City of Glasgow College

Esmond Elliot, youngest son of 
the 4th Earl of Minto, Viceroy of 
India, died on 6 August 1917, 
aged 22, while commanding his 
company at Passchendaele. 
Esmond was a Lieutenant in the 
Scots Guards and his mother 
was devastated by the news. 
In 1921 she commissioned an 
artist to create a bronze bust of 
her son. For some reason the 
completed bust never reached 

the family and its whereabouts 
were unknown until, in 1974, it 
was bought at an antiques shop 
in the Lake District for £60 by 
Robert Rider. Through rigorous 
research over a period of 43 
years Rider tracked down the 
family and presented the bust to 
his rightful owners after almost 
a century. 

30. Clydebuilt
During the First World War, the 
Clyde was the most important 
British centre of production of 
warships. Most of these ships 
were built in yards which had 
experience of warship building: 
John Brown’s, Fairfield’s, 
Beardmore’s, Scott’s, Denny’s 
and Yarrow’s. This awesome 
production of ships came 
with its challenges as both 
material and men came more 
difficult to resource during 
the war period. Between 1914 
and 1917 Clydeside shipyards 
manufactured an incredible  

481 ships, a figure only possible 
with the employment of women.

  Nathan Price,  
City of Glasgow College
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31. Scotland’s First Police Woman
   Shona Wardrop, 

City of Glasgow College

Emily Miller was appointed to 
the City of Glasgow police force 
on 6th September 1915 as a 
female investigation officer (or 
‘lady assistant’) on the payroll 
of Glasgow City Police. It was 
not until 1919 that she was 
employed as ‘policewoman’ 
rather than ‘lady assistant’ and 
she finally gained powers of 
arrest in 1924.

32. “The biggest factory in the world”
   Kate Elliot,  

City of Glasgow College

Described as “the biggest 
factory in the world”, HM 
Factory, Gretna, was a World 
War I munitions factory which 
was 9 miles long and 2 miles 
wide. By 1917 the factory was 
employing 11,576 women  

and 5,966 men. At its peak the 
factory produced 800 tons of 
Cordite RDB per week, more 
than all the other munitions 
plants in Britain combined.

33. Submarine ‘attacked by  
sea monster’ off Scottish coast

   Beth Mitchell,  
City of Glasgow College

The strange story  
of how a u-boat was  
captured because it  
had been damaged  
by a sea monster.



35. Nurse Agnes Climie 
   Charlie Bulmer,  

City of Glasgow College

In 1914, just after war broke 
out, Agnes Climie joined the 
Territorial Force Nursing Service. 
In May 1917 she was sent to 
The 58th (Scottish) General 
Hospital at St Omer in France. 
The field hospital was made up 
of marquees. On the night of 
30th September an air raid 

began, lasting several hours. 
Although not on duty, Agnes  
had gone to the hospital and 
was singing to calm some 
patients when she was killed.

34. Paddle Steamers at War
   Robert Grouchy,  

City of Glasgow College

In early February 1915, a 
number of Clyde steamers 
were taken by the Government 
to transport troops across the 
English Channel. Often armed 
with just one gun and vulnerable 
to enemy fire and the weather, 
these paddle steamers became 
troop carriers, hospital ships or 
mine clearing vessels.

36. Mary Barbour
In 1914, as thousands were 
recruited to work in armaments 
manufacture or the shipyards, 
overcrowding took hold. 
Landlords took advantage of the 
demand for housing and began 
pushing up rents. As a result, 
political activism in Glasgow 
grew where women campaigned 
for many social improvements, 
with Mary Barbour recognised 
as a galvanising force of the 
movement. On 17th November, 
1915, thousands of Glaswegians 
united with her against the 

profiteering landlords who had 
driven up rents. They banded 
together to oppose evictions, 
using bells and rattles to quickly 
mobilise a crowd to drive off the 
bailiffs. Their refusal to pay the 
inflated rents was supported by 
shipyard and factory workers 
who threatened to strike to 
support those facing eviction. 

  
Gemma Caldwell,  
City of Glasgow College 

14
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37. Britain’s Greatest Rail Disaster
At 6.45 on the morning of 22nd 
May 1915, a troop train carrying 
soldiers of the 1/7th Battalion 
Royal Scots crashed into a 
stationary local passenger train 
near Quintinshill Junction on the 
Glasgow to Carlisle railway line, 
near Gretna in Dumfriesshire. 
Minutes after the collision 
a northbound express train 
ploughed into the wreckage. 

The gas canisters on the troop 
train carriages caught fire 
resulting in 230 deaths and 
making Quintinshill the biggest 
railway disaster to have occurred 
in Britain.

Kelly Drum,  
City of Glasgow College  

 

38. Sir David Henderson
   Arran Waddell, 

City of Glasgow College

Lieutenant General Sir David 
Henderson, was the senior leader 
of British military aviation during 
the First World War. Henderson 
had abandoned higher education 
at the University of Glasgow to 
pursue a career in the military 
joining the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders as a Lieutenant in 
1883. In 1911, at the age of 49, 

he learned to fly, making him 
the world’s oldest pilot at that 
time. When a new Department 
of Military Aeronautics was 
established Henderson was 
appointed the first Director and in 
1914 he took up command of the 
Royal Flying Corps in the Field. 

39. Thomas Hannan, Conscientious Objector
   Georgia Carslaw,  

City of Glasgow College

Thomas Hannan was born  
in Maryhill, Glasgow, and  
was against the war from the  
outset. As part of a minority  
of like-minded men across  
Britain, he found that his moral 
objections set him against the 
Government. In 1917 he was 
arrested, and spent most of 
the rest of the war in prison. 

He was sent to Wormwood 
Scrubs and remained in prison 
until September 1918. 
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41. Poet Donald MacDonald  
and the Battle Of Arras 
Donald MacDonald was born 
at Corunna near Claddach 
Baleshare in North Uist and was 
educated at the village school 
in Carinish. During the war he 
served on the Western Front 
with 7th Battalion Cameron 
Highlanders and although his 
poetry reflects his horror at the 

conditions faced by the men they 
were not transcribed until later 
in life. He wrote movingly of the 
Battle of Arras but is probably 
best known for his composition 
of the song, An Eala Bhan (‘The 
White Swan’). His poems and 
songs were published in a 
bilingual edition in 1995. 

  
Alex Campbell,  
Fortrose Academy 

40. The Cowie Family
   Lou Silver,  

City of Glasgow College

The Cowie’s had seven children, 
five of them sons, and stayed 
in a large tenement in Cathcart, 
Glasgow. All five sons served 
during the war. Three sons had 
been killed and the fourth was 
wounded in battle. Youngest son 
Frank was recalled from service 
in France after his mother 

pleaded with the authorities 
because three of her sons had 
already died on the front line. 

42. Captain Duncan Ronald Gordon 
MacKay DFC
The last Scot to be killed in the 
First World War was Captain 
Duncan Ronald Gordon MacKay, 
a Royal Flying Corps captain from 
Inverness who was shot down 
during a bombing raid on Cologne 
on November 10th, 1918. The 
23-year-old flying ace died of his 
wounds the following day, shortly 
before the ceasefire was declared 
and the guns fell silent along the 
Western Front at 11am on the  
11th day of the 11th month. 

  Tilly Grist, 
 Fortrose Academy 
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43. Spies at the Station Hotel
The Royal Highland Hotel, 
Inverness, showed its support 
for the war effort on at least 
two occasions. The hotel came 
to the rescue of over 100 naval 
personnel who found themselves 
stranded in Inverness having 
missed their connecting train. 

The hotel took them in and 
provided mattresses on the floor. 
The hotel was also the scene of 
the arrest of two spies who were 
taken to London to face trial. 
Staff members were called  
on to give evidence. 

 
Christina MacKenzie,  
Inverness High School 

 

44. Sisters Flo and Mary MacKenzie
   Lewis Craig, 

Inverness High School

Sisters Flo and Mary MacKenzie 
left their Highland home in 
Lochinver to become nurses.  
The sisters travelled from 
Scotland to Serbia to care for 
the injured soldiers and found 
themselves treating civilians as 

well. They arrived as a typhoid 
epidemic was taking hold of the 
country. The sisters survived the 
war and in later life lived together 
in the Highlands where they both 
passed away in 1970.

45. Stanger Battery + Blockships
Caitlin Iris-Brobyn,  
Inverness High School 

The Orkney Isles are a strategically 
important point of the British Isles 
where Britain’s Grand Fleet was 
based for a portion of the War. 
In order to protect these ships 
in Scapa Flow various defensive 
strategies were developed 
including anti-submarine netting, 
controlled mines, blockships and 
gun batteries. Several of these 
important Orcadian military sites 
have been listed as scheduled 
monuments.
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46. Skye’s Band of Brothers
In World War One, friends signed 
up and served together, shoulder 
to shoulder. However, the result 
of this practice meant that one 
burst of machine gun fire could 
hit scores of men from the same 
village and destroy a community. 
At Festubert in 1915, a single 
night of battle and the positioning 

of the German guns devastated 
a far away Highland community. 
Twenty-eight men from Portree 
on Skye, a band of brothers, had 
left the town’s harbour at the 
start of the war. One night at 
Festubert claimed the lives of ten 
of them. Only eight would survive 
the war. 

Alex Campbell, 
Fortrose Academy 

 

47. The Lovat Scouts
   Aisha Siddiqi,  

Inverness High School

The Lovat Scouts was an army 
unit first formed during the 
Second Boer War in January 
1900 as a Scottish Highland 
yeomanry regiment of the British 
Army. In 1916 they formally 
became the British Army’s 

first sniper unit, then known 
as “sharpshooters”. As they 
were initially recruited from 
gamekeepers on Highland 
estates they were already 
well practiced in the art of 
marksmanship.

48. Gerald Joseph Constable Maxwell
Aleksandra Wilkowska, 
Inverness High School 

The nephew of Lord Lovat 
(founder of the Lovat Scouts), 
Gerald Joseph Constable 
Maxwell was commissioned at 
the beginning of World War I. He 
fought at Gallipoli and served in 
Egypt before transferring to the 
Royal Flying Corps in September 
1916. When the war was over, he 
joined the Stock Exchange but 
returned to service during World 
War II, attaining the rank of Wing 
Commander. 
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49. HMS Hampshire  
and Lord Kitchener 

   Lucy McIver,  
Fortrose Academy

One of the most recognisable 
men of the war became another 
casualty off the West coast 
of Orkney. War minister, Lord 
Kitchener, the face of one of the 
most famous recruitment posters 
set out on the HMS Hampshire  
on route to Archangel in Russia 

on a diplomatic mission. Faced 
with shocking weather the ship 
decided to return to Orkney from 
where it had set sail a few hours 
earlier but it struck a mine and 
went down very quickly with the 
loss of over 600 men.

50. St Kilda 
   Kieran Loughhead,  

Inverness High School

When war broke out, the residents 
of St Kilda, a small island 40 miles 
from the Outer Hebrides, suddenly 
found their island to be of great 
interest to the War Office due to 
its ideal location for observing 
shipping in the North Atlantic. 
Very soon there was a small Naval 
wireless station on the island. 

On 15th May 1918 a German 
submarine appeared off the island 

with the intention of destroying  
the Navy’s wireless station. 
Through a loud hailer the 
submarine’s Captain warned 
the islanders what was about 
to happen so they could take 
cover, which they did with 
understandable haste. The 
German Captain proceeded to 
bombard the wireless station but, 
true to his word, he fired on the 
military base only. 

51. Scapa Flow 
Scapa Flow is one of the great 
natural harbours of the world 
and has been used by ships for 
centuries dating back to the 
Viking period. During the First 
World War, the British Grand Fleet 
used Scapa Flow as its northern 
base. It was from Scapa Flow 
that the Grand Fleet sailed on 
31st May, meeting up with the 
remainder of the fleet based in 
the Cromarty Firth and the Firth 
of Forth, to pursue the German 
High Seas Fleet. When the two 
Navy’s met at Jutland it led to the 
biggest sea battle of the war.

     Anna Campbell,  
Fortrose Academy
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52. Canadian 
Forestry 
Corps
The success of German U-Boats 
in the Atlantic in the First World 
War caused a restriction on the 
number of imports to Britain. 
Millions of tons of lumber had 
travelled across the ocean 
from Canada to the UK in 1915. 
In February 1916, the British 
government requested assistance 
from Canada with regards to 
the production of timber, hoping 

to utilise resources available in 
Britain. By 14th November 1916 
the Canadian Forestry Corps was 
created. At the end of the war, 56 
companies were in operation on 
the Western Front, including 13 
made up of German prisoners of 
war. In total, 19,162 men were on 

strength. Seven more companies 
were engaged exclusively in 
technical work for Allied air 
forces, including clearing, grading, 
levelling and draining land in the 
creation of airfields. 

  Gosia Podpora, 
 Inverness High School

53. Origin of 
the Forestry 
Commission 
By the end of the war, around 
20% of Britain’s trees had been 
felled, in some places changing 
the landscape dramatically. The 
government passed the Forestry 
Act in 1919 establishing the 
Forestry Commission to lead on 
the creation of a forest resource 
for future emergencies. 

The Commission was set up 
to increase the amount of 
woodland in Britain by buying 
land for reforestation. It also 
started to promote forestry 
and the production of timber 
for trade. During the 1920s 
the Commission focused on 
acquiring land to begin planting 
out new forests. The low cost 
of land in the Depression and 
the need to increase timber 
production meant that by 1939 
the Forestry Commission was 
the largest landowner in Britain.

  
Connie Scott-Lodge,  
Fortrose Academy 

54. Lerwick Post Office Affair
   Gabriella Maclean,  

Inverness High School

On Sunday 1st November 1914 
the entire staff of Lerwick Post 
Office were arrested. However, 
no charges were made and 
they were released without 
knowing the reason for their 
arrest. Only the Postmaster 
was confidentially informed 
of the suspicion that secret 
correspondence for the Fleet 

was being tampered with as it 
passed through Lerwick Post 
Office. No evidence was found 
to support this suspicion.
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55. The sinking of SS  
Tuscania and HMS Otranto
The island of Islay was completely 
rocked by two maritime disasters 
in 1918. The SS Tuscania went 
down in February after being hit 
by a torpedo and the HMS Otranto 
went down in October following a 
collision with another ship. Many 
of those lost were American 
servicemen on their way to  
join the fighting in Europe.  
The islanders fed and clothed  
the survivors and buried those 

who had been washed up on 
the beaches with dignity even 
creating a copy of the American 
flag to be flown at the many 
funerals. The US casualties were 
later re-interred at American 
cemeteries but most of the  
British crewmen still rest at 
Kilchoman Cemetery. 

 
Harvey Dean, 
Inverness High School 

56. The Scuttling of the German Fleet
   Craig Mcpherson,  

Inverness High School

After its surrender, the German 
High Seas Fleet was held in 
Scapa Flow until the Allies 
could decide what to do with it. 
Months went by with very little 
happening but by 21st June 
1919 the Germans had decided 
that they could not allow their 
fleet to be split between the 
Allies. A previously agreed signal 

was given and one by one, each 
ship raised the German flag and 
then started to disappear below 
the water.

By 5:00 pm that afternoon only 
the debris was left floating on 
Scapa Flow.

57. The Madonnas of Pervyse
   Anna Campbell, 

Fortrose Academy

In 1914, 18-year-old Mairi 
Chisholm had swapped the 
safety of her British home for the 
hazards of the Belgian front line. 
When Mairi set off for London 
that year on her motorbike, her 
intention was to join the war 
effort as a dispatch rider but  

she transferred to Dr Hector 
Munro’s Flying Ambulance Corps. 
Alongside fellow nurse Elsie 
Knocker, the two were dubbed 
“The Madonnas of Pervyse” by 
the press and were among the 
most photographed women of 
the war.
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58. HMS Natal
On 30th December 1915 the 
HMS Natal was anchored in the 
Cromarty Firth and her Captain 
was hosting a film show for 
officers, their wives and a local 
family when, without warning, a 
series of violent explosions tore 
through the rear part of the ship. 
The Natal capsized five minutes 
later. Some thought that she had  

been torpedoed by a German 
U-boat or detonated a 
submarine-laid mine, but 
investigation showed it 
was caused by an internal 
ammunition explosion, possibly 
due to faulty cordite. About half 
the crew were saved because 
they were on shore leave but 421, 
including the guests, perished. 

John Munro,  
Fortrose Academy 

 

59. Shinty’s Heroes
   Teagan Young,  

Fortrose Academy

The Great War hit many shinty 
playing communities hard, where 
clubs lost generations of men. 
Beauly was no different from 
many other Highland clubs with 
many of their outstanding 1913 
Camanachd Cup winning team 
signing up. Captain Alastair 
Paterson and his brother Donald 
both were killed alongside more 

than 16,000 British casualties 
during the 11-day Battle of 
Festubert. Many years later 
Alastair’s pipes and a musical 
manuscript celebrating The Beauly 
Shinty Club were discovered by 
their niece Anne Mary Paterson 
during a house move. Now 
restored they have been played  
in locations around the world.

60. Iolaire: The Cruellest Twist
The Isle of Lewis had a hard war. 
Some 6,200 men joined up and 
nearly 1,000 died. Every family 
on the island had lost someone. 
At last, on the night of 31st 
December 1918, the men were 
on their way home. At Kyle of 
Lochalsh, 285 men boarded the 
HMY Iolaire set for Stornoway. 
Weather conditions deteriorated 
and the Iolaire struck the rocks at 
2am on New Year’s morning only 
twenty yards from the shore. The 
incident claimed the lives of 205 

men, 174 Lewis men and 7 Harris 
men, sailors who had survived the 
war – and were only yards from 
the shore, where families were 
watching to welcome them home.

Cody Benjamin,  
Fortrose Academy 
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61. Corporal ‘Jock’ Ripley VC
   Andrew Jamieson,  

The International School Aberdeen

Corporal ‘Jock’ John Ripley  
served a career in the Army in 
1912. By 1914 he was retired  
from the Army and 48 years old – 
he did not hesitate to re-join on  
the outbreak of World War One. 
His heroic actions at Neuve 
Chapelle in May 1915 won him a 
VC despite being shot in the leg 
and shrapnel wounds to his head.

62. Sir Harry 
Lauder
Harry Lauder was born on 4th 
August 1870. He became a 
highly successful Scottish singer 
and entertainer who toured the 
world for four decades, and was 
described by Sir Winston Churchill 
as “Scotland’s greatest ever 
ambassador”. By the outbreak  
of World War One, Harry was  
an international star. During the  
war he worked tirelessly for 
the national interest. On 28th 
December 1916 Harry went on 

stage just hours after learning his 
only son had died on the Western 
Front. As a result of this news he 
wrote possibly his most famous 
song, Keep Right on to the End  
of the Road. 

Harry Lauder was knighted in 
1919 for his services to the war 
effort. Harry died in 1950 aged 80.
 

  Lola Knibb,  
Duncan of Jordanstone  
College of Art & Design

63. John Alex Veitch – One Man’s War 
   Arianna Vettraino,  

Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art & Design

The tragic story of Pitlochry-born 
John Alex Veith, who died just six 
months after his conscription, is 
helping historians establish the 
full impact of World War One on 
the Perth and Kinross area. Perth 
and Kinross archives hold more 
than 200 of his personal letters. 
A bullet hole can be seen on one 
of the letters, as well as on an old 
cigarette case.
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64. McCabe’s Spruce 
   Alice Prentice,  

Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art & Design

In 1917, Lieutenant David 
McCabe lifted a sapling from 
the battlefield of Passchendaele 
and sent it home to his father 
in Perthshire in an ammunition 
box. Sadly, Lieutenant McCabe 
died from wounds and never 
saw the sapling grow. Known as 
McCabe’s Spruce it now stands 
as a permanent memorial at 
Crieff’s Abercairney Estate.

65. David Findlay VC
David Finlay was born in 
Guardbridge, Fife on 29th 
January 1893. In February 
1910 David enlisted in the Black 
Watch giving his age as 18. 

On 9th May 1915 near Rue du 
Bois, France, David led a bombing 
party of 12 men. Ten of the men 
fell. He ordered the two survivors 
to crawl back and himself carried 
a wounded man over a distance 
of 100 yards of fire-swept ground 
into cover. For this action David 
was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

Later that year David was back 
with the 2nd Battalion and 
posted to Basra, Mesopotamia. 
David was killed during the 
fighting to relieve Kut, one of 163 
casualties suffered by the 2nd 
Battalion. He has no known grave 
and is commemorated on the 
Basra Memorial, Iraq. 

 
Sangeet Limbu, 
Dundee and Angus College 

66. Edith Drummond Hay 
and her pictorial diaries 

   Cara Rooney,  
Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art & Design

Talented amateur artist Edith 
Drummond-Hay left a fascinating 
collection of pictorial diaries, 
including an album of her 
experiences as a volunteer with 
the Voluntary Aid Detachment 

(VAD) during World War 1.  
The album contains water-colour 
illustrations depicting everyday 
scenes and views which 
chronicle her service  
during wartime. 



25

67. James 
Duffus MM
When World War 1 broke out in 
1914, James Duffus, who had 
emigrated from Aberdeen to 
America and become a baker, 
felt he should return home and 
do his ‘bit’. James enlisted in 
the 2nd Gordon Highlanders. 
However, when his skill as a 
baker was recognised he was 
transferred to the battalion 
cookhouse, and became a 
Sergeant Cook. Being a cook did 
not mean he was not in danger. 

In fact, there were many who 
supported the troops who could 
find themselves in the firing 
line. People such as stretcher-
bearers, medics, nurses, cyclists 
carrying messages, those 
delivering rations to the troops, 
the list goes on. Of course, first 

and foremost James was a 
soldier and, during the final battles 
in Northern Italy which defeated 
the Austro-Hungarian Army, he 
was awarded the Military Medal. 

  Hannah Antello,  
The International School Aberdeen 

68. Piper 
Daniel  
Laidlaw VC
Daniel received a Victoria 
Cross for an act of remarkable 
bravery. Following an explosion 
which sent a gas cloud back 
towards the King’s Own Scottish 
Borderers’ trenches the men 
were in disarray staggering in all 
directions, Piper Daniel Laidlaw 
included. Then a voice rang out, 
“For God’s sake, Laidlaw, pipe 
‘em together”, It was the voice of 

Lieutenant Young, and somehow 
Daniel got a breath of clean air 
in his lungs and despite the gas, 
smoke, and heavy German rifle 
and machine gun fire, Laidlaw 
calmly mounted the parapet 
playing ‘Blue Bonnets over the 
Border’. His example rallied the 
7th King’s Own Scottish 

Borderers ‘and sent them 
racing like mad towards those 
trenches’. For this remarkable 
act of bravery Laidlaw was 
awarded the VC. 

  Niamh Shaw,  
Duncan of Jordanstone  
College of Art & Design

69. A life haunted by memories
David Ireland enlisted in 1916 
at Kirkcaldy, Fife, days after 
his 18th birthday, joining the 
Highland Cyclist battalion of the 
3rd Royal Highlanders, The Black 
Watch. He was sent to France 
as a dispatch cyclist relaying 
messages from trench to trench 
under heavy fire and was hit by 
a German biplane. He re-joined 
the war in April 1917 at the Battle 
of Arras and was shot in the 
knee. David returned to Cupar 
and worked as a gardener but 
in 1924 was admitted to nearby 
Stratheden Hospital when his 
memories returned to haunt 

him. At the age of 100, he was 
awarded the Legion d’honneur, 
the French government’s highest 
award for gallantry. 

  Leah Cameron,  
Duncan of Jordanstone  
College of Art & Design
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70. Montrose Air Station
   Mathew McNeilly, 

Gray’s School of Art

In 1912, the British government 
planned twelve Air Stations 
operated by the Royal Flying 
Corps who had been established 
in April that year. Under the 
instructions of the First Lord of 
the Admiralty, Winston Churchill, 
the first of these Air Stations was 

at Montrose, allowing aircraft 
the ability to protect the Royal 
Naval bases at Rosyth, Cromarty 
and Scapa Flow. No.2 Squadron, 
Royal Flying Corps left Montrose 
Air Station on 3rd August 1914 to 
go to war becoming the ‘First in 
France’.

71. Alfred Anderson
Born in Dundee, Alfred Anderson 
had an early memory of soldiers 
returning from the Boer War 
carrying him shoulder-high down 
the street. When he was six, 
his family moved to Newtyle in 
Angus, where his father bought a 
joinery and undertaking business. 
After attending his local primary 
school and the Harris Academy, 
Dundee, he became apprenticed, 
aged 14, in his father’s business. 
In 1912 he decided to join the 
Territorial army, and when war 
broke out his Battalion, the 5th 
Black Watch, was called up. 

Alfred survived the war but  
never forgot the terrible  
scenes he had witnessed.

  Greg McIndoe,  
Duncan of Jordanstone College  
of Art & Design

72. HMS Argyll and 
 the Bell Rock Lighthouse
The HMS Argyll was one 
of the Royal Navy’s largest 
battlecruisers during World 
War One. It came up against 
an unexpected and unwelcome 
surprise on the East coast of 
Scotland when sailing from 
Plymouth to join the fleet 
at Rosyth and the Bell Rock 
Lighthouse was mistaken for  
a ship with sails. Despite hitting 
the rocks at the lighthouse  
all 655 crew members 

were rescued thanks to the 
perseverance and courage of 
HMS Hornet and HMS Jackall. 

  Emma Laing, 
Gray’s School of Art 
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73. Brothers at War
Conscientious objector Ewan 
Geddes Carr was imprisoned for 
the duration of the First World 
War and was continually moved 
around British labour camps and 
prisons. During this time he began 
gathering sketches and notes from 
other conscientious objectors he 
met along the way.

On the other hand, Ewan’s brother, 
William, had felt so strongly about 
going to war that even though he 

was on the reserved occupation 
list and could not sign up in 
Dundee he went down to London 
and enlisted there instead. 

After being released from prison 
Ewan continued a life in politics 
where his role in removing 
Winston Churchill as M.P. for 
Dundee in 1923 is now part of 
the City’s political history.

Gillian Melville,  
Dundee and Angus College 

74. Perthshire Patriotic Barrow
The Perthshire Patriotic Barrow 
was set up and run by concerned 
Perth citizens at Perth train 
station in August 1914. At that 
time, the station was one of the 
busiest in Scotland with many 
hundreds of troops passing 
through daily. At the barrow, 

members of the armed services 
could get tea, cigarettes and 
a snack – as well as a friendly 
word from the volunteers who 
staffed it.

Kerry Flemming, Duncan of  
Jordanstone College of Art & Design  

 

75. North Sea Patrol
   Violet Fraser, 

Dundee and Angus College

Before the outbreak of the First 
World War it was recognised 
that an air station was required 
to patrol the East Coast of the 
British Isles. Dundee’s strategic 
positioning along the East Coast 
and close proximity to the sea 
made it an ideal candidate for the 
base of a Royal Naval Air Station. 

The seaplane tender HMS Hermes 
arrived in September 1913 to 
evaluate the Tay’s suitability as 
a naval aviation base. The trials 
were a success and Royal Naval 
Air Station Dundee opened at 
Stannergate on 9th February 1914.
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76. Dog Training Camp
   Nicole McLaughlin,  

Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art & Design

Animals were vital to the war 
effort with horses, pigeons, dogs 
and slugs all having an influential 
role. Scotland played a key role in 
training some of these animals 
during the war, with the first 
dog training camp set up near 
Carnoustie. Besides carrying 
messages, dogs were trained  
to locate wounded men, to lay 

telephone cables and to act as 
lookouts. Homing pigeons were 
also an extremely effective way 
of sending messages, and it was 
discovered that slugs can detect 
mustard gas before a human  
can. The slug would show signs  
of distress which would give 
the soldiers time to put on  
their gas masks. 

77. Sculptor William Lamb
William Lamb was on the way to 
becoming a successful sculptor 
when he went to fight in the 
trenches. He was wounded 
three times. The third wound 
left him with limited use of 
his right hand, but he learnt to 
work with his left. When the war 
ended, as soon as he had the 
chance, he cycled round France 
and also spent time in Paris. 
William returned to Montrose 
and continued sculpting. He 
exhibited regularly in Paris  
as well as Edinburgh.  

He even enjoyed royal patronage 
when the Duchess of York 
(whose home at Glamis is 
nearby) commissioned portrait 
busts of her two little daughters, 
the Princesses Elizabeth and 
Margaret Rose. 

Louise Elder,  
Duncan of Jordanstone 
College of Art & Design 

78. Charles Alfred Jarvis VC
   Rebecca Smith,  

Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art & Design

Serving in France with the Royal 
Engineers, Corporal Charles Alfred 
Jarvis arrived at Mons on 22nd 
August 1914. The following day 
he was one of the men sent to 
destroy eight of the bridges over 
the Mons-Conde Canal. Although 
coming under heavy fire from the 
enemy, Jarvis managed to blow 
up the bridge at Jemappes. This 

was the deed for which he was 
awarded the first VC of the war. 
The citation read, “Lance-Corporal 
Jarvis worked for 1½ hours under 
heavy fire, in full view of the 
enemy and finally succeeded in 
firing charges for the demolition 
of a bridge. He was wounded in 
the process.” 
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79. Joseph Lee – a ‘fighter-writer’
 
Jagoda Sadowska, Duncan of  
Jordanstone College of Art & Design 

Joseph Johnston Lee was born in 
Dundee in 1876. When war broke 
out in 1914 Lee volunteered for 
the 4th Black Watch, the local 
Territorial Army battalion. Dundee 
being a centre of publishing, there 
were inevitably other journalists 
in the battalion, including Linton 
Andrews, Jack Beveridge 
Nicholson and Joseph Gray;  
the group called themselves  
the ‘Fighter-Writers’.

80. HMS Tarlair
   Nicola Doig,  

Dundee and Angus College

A hydrophone attempts to 
listen to sound underwater. It 
is a receiving microphone in a 
waterproof casing. When a noise 
occurs underwater – a sound 
wave – the vibration is turned 
into an audible electrical sound. 

A hydrophone research and 
training base called HMS Tarlair 
was established at Hawkcraig 
Point, Aberdour, in June 1915. 

In all, 1,090 officers and 2,731 
ratings were trained  
at Hawkcraig.

By the middle of 1918, ten 
hydrophone listening stations  
had been set up in Scotland, 
seven of them being in the Forth. 
They were mainly used to operate 
controlled minefields, which could 
be activated electrically if a U-boat 
was detected.

81. Friction in the Family
John and Charlie MacTaggart 
were brothers. John was a 
conscientious objector and 
spent over two years in prison 
because he refused to sign 
up. Charlie fought at Loos, La 
Bassee and Beaumont Hamel. 

Charlie returned from France in 
September 1918 and remained 
in Dundee after contracting and 
recovering from Spanish Flu. His 
war was over. But John’s war 

resistance continued. He was 
now incarcerated in Wormwood 
Scrubs, where he served out 
the remainder of his two-year 
sentence. He was finally released 
from prison in April 1919, after 
serving two years and seven 
months behind bars but his  
health had suffered considerably. 

 
Kalinn O’Hare,  
Dundee and Angus College 
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82. The Battle of Loos –  
losses for Dundee’s Own
The Battle of Loos on September 
25th, 1915 was the largest land 
battle in British military history 
and resulted in terrible carnage. 
It was also where the first British 
use of poison gas was made. 
Not since Culloden had so many 
Scottish soldiers been in the 
field at the same time. Out of 20 
officers of Dundee’s Own the 4th 
Battalion Black Watch, 19 were 
killed or wounded and 230 of 

the 420 men who took part 
in the attack were killed or 
wounded. Hardly a household  
in Dundee was unaffected by the 
loss, not a family left untouched 
by the men’s sacrifice. Each 
year in Dundee on September 
25 the beacon at the top of 
the city’s war memorial on The 
Law shines to remember the 
battalion’s heroic dead. 

 
Gregor Duddy, 
Abertay University 

 

83. Nurse Mellor Autograph Book
   Rachel Storrier,  

Dundee and Angus College

Florence Mellor from Kirkaldy, 
Fife, worked as a volunteer 
nurse treating wounded troops 
at Edenfield Auxiliary Hospital, 
Cupar, and then shell-shocked 
Officers at Craiglockhart War 
Hospital near Edinburgh. During 
this time, Nurse Mellor collected 
sketches, jokes and poetry 
penned by the soldiers she  
cared for. 

It was believed the patients 
would get better if they were 
engaged in ‘meaningful’ and 
structured activities such as 
handiwork and other creative 
tasks. The importance of humour 
and laughter had long been 
recognised as a powerful way  
of counteracting, or masking, the 
disturbing anxieties and chaos of 
war – both behind the lines and 
on the home front. 

84. HMS Hawke
   Elia Gagliardi,  

The International School Aberdeen

On October 15, 1914, HMS Hawke 
was struck by a torpedo from 
a German u-boat off the coast 
of Fraserburgh. The ship sank 
quickly with the loss of 524 of the 
594 on board. A chilling warning 
to the Royal Navy of the deadly 
threat from the u-boats.
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85. The Secret Diaries of Lance Corporal 
Robert Stephen
Peterhead-born Lance Corporal 
Robert Stephen kept a detailed 
account of his experience of 
the Great War from the moment 
he was drafted in Aberdeen on 
September 15th, 1916, aged 
20. It is thought that the Sapper 
with the Highland Division of the 
Royal Engineers must have kept 
the hobby a secret, as typically 
only officers would be allowed  
to keep a diary. These entries 

continued until early 1919 and 
document the turning tide of the 
conflict, the relief as the guns 
fell silent and efforts to repair 
shattered communities in the 
aftermath of the war.

Robert’s diaries are now in the 
safekeeping of Aberdeen City 
and Aberdeenshire Archives.

Orla Gaynor-Kirk,  
Gray’s School of Art  

 

86. Angus McLeod’s persistent  
attempts to sign up
At the outbreak of the First 
World War many people were 
keen to enlist and fight for their 
country, few more so than 15 
year old Angus MacLeod. He 
signed up no less than three 
times to join the war effort. 

The first two times he was 
discovered as being underage. 
It was not until 1917, by which 
time he had reached the age of 
18, he could successfully join  
the war. 

 
Pixie Nishina,  
The International School Aberdeen 

 

87. Maconachie’s Stew Rations
   Trisha Shenoy,  

The International School Aberdeen

Maconochie’s stew was a tinned 
“meat and vegetable rations” 
which were welcomed by some 
troops but others described 
them as a “man-killer”. Brothers 
Archibald and James Maconochie 
set up a fish canning business in 
the port of Fraserburgh. Soon they 
saw an opportunity to branch out 
to produce different types of 

meals and preserves including a 
famous Pan Yan pickle and the 
infamous Maconochie’s stew.  
The company won a huge 
contract to supply the British 
Army with a stew during the Boer 
War and, more than a decade 
later, at the outbreak of World  
War One, the contract was still  
in place.
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88. Muriel Thompson
   Ines Blamengin,  

The International School Aberdeen

Muriel Thompson from Aberdeen 
was one of Scotland’s first female 
racing drivers when she was 
hired as a chauffeur for famous 
suffragette Emily Pankhurst. 
Muriel joined the First Aid Nursing 
Yeomanry in 1915. In 1917 she 
made history when she became 
one of the first women permitted 

to serve in the British Army. 
The suffragette came into 
her own during the Battle of 
Passchendaele. For her services 
she was personally decorated by 
King Albert of Belgium with the 
Chevalier of the Order of Leopold 
II for evacuating wounded Belgian 
soldiers under fire near Dixmude. 

89. The Tocher Family
Brothers – Peter, George, 
James, John and Robert Tocher 
from Aberdeen all served in the 
Gordon Highlanders regiment. 
George Tocher was the first 
to perish. He died of wounds 
sustained at the First Battle of 
Ypres. James and John died at 
the Somme in July 1916, but 
their bodies were never found. 

Robert died in November that 
year, and was buried in France. 
Peter was captured by the 
enemy in 1914, and spent the 
rest of the war in a German 
PoW camp, during which time 
he contracted tuberculosis. He 
returned home after the war,  
but died in October 1923. 

Naimh Coutts,  
Gray’s School of Art  

 

90. A Royal Operation
   Mullen Evans,  

Gray’s School of Art

Sir James Reid from Ellon was 
personal physician to Queen 
Victoria until her death in 1901. In 
1914, although retired, Sir James 
was told he was needed to assist 
in an operation to remove the 
appendix of the King’s second 

son, Prince Albert (later George 
VI). The Prince was serving 
in Orkney as a midshipman 
on board HMS Collingwood. 
Although Albert recovered from 
the operation he was forced to 
leave the navy in 1917 due to 
health problems. 
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91. Reminiscences of three campaigns
   Khadijah Mohammed,  

The International School Aberdeen

Age was not a bar, so it seemed, 
when it came to Scots doing 
their bit for the war effort. Sir 
Alexander Ogston was famed for 
his discovery of Staphylococcus. 
At 70 years old, during World War 
One, he was sent over to Italy to 
assist with the management of 
severe trauma.

He had already taken part in the 
Sudan Campaign in 1885, and the 
war in South Africa in 1899. 

92. The Gardeners of SS Rubislaw
   Ellie Swanson/Hannah Baird,  

Gray’s School of Art

The SS Rubislaw set sail from 
Aberdeen on 31st July 1914, 
bound for the German port of 
Hamburg. Four days later, war 
was declared and the Rubislaw 
was impounded and forced to 
remain in Hamburg harbour. 
To improve their stay, the crew 
turned to horticulture. They 
decorated the barbed wire fences 

with sweet peas and planted 
around 20,000 cabbages and 
a range of other vegetables to 
improve their diet.

93. Dyce 
Work Camp
During World War One many 
conscientious objectors were 
sent to work camps instead 
of prisons to do work which 
was regarded of ‘national 
importance’. These labour 
activities could vary from 
farming to working as stretcher 
bearers in war zones or stone 
quarrying as carried out in Dyce, 
Aberdeen. The conditions in the 
tented camp near the village of 
Dyce were poor, exacerbated by 

the very wet weather, and one 
man died of pneumonia without 
receiving medical treatment. 
Following an inquiry and a 
debate in Parliament, the camp 
was closed in October 1916, 

with the Ministerial Statement 
that it had always been intended 
to be only temporary. 

  Dexter Turriff-Davies,  
Gray’s School of Art 
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94. Captain Joseph Watt VC
When war broke out, like many 
fishermen, Joseph Watt from 
Gardenstown Banffshire, 
volunteered for service with the 
Royal Navy on the patrol service, 
hunting for enemy shipping 
and submarines, often in small 
drifters and trawlers similar to 
the ones they sailed in every 
day. Watt’s drifter was one of a 
line of drifters blocking Austria 
from entering the Mediterranean 
through the Adriatic Sea. This 
was known as the Otranto 

Barrage. On 15th May 1917 
Austrian ships fell upon the 
drifter line during the night 
and sank 14 trawlers. Despite 
heavy damage to his own drifter 
Watt’s ship HM Drifter Gowanlea 
moved amongst the wreckage 
saving many lives.

Katie Taylor,  
Gray’s School of Art 

 

95. When You See Millions of the Mouthless Dead
   Jodie McLachlan,  

Gray’s School of Art

Aberdeen-born poet Charles 
Hamilton Sorley was killed in the 
Battle of Loos at the age of 20. 
His last poem, one of his most 
famous, “When You See Millions 
of the Mouthless Dead” was 
discovered in his kitbag after his 
death. 

 

96. Morningfield Hospital, Aberdeen
Morningfield Hospital known as 
“Aberdeen Hospital for the Relief 
of Persons Labouring Under 
Incurable Disease”, opened its 
doors to support the war effort, 
after the beginning of hostilities 
in 1914. The hospital managers 
decided to set aside 30 beds 
for use by the wounded, but, 
at the request of the military 
authorities, this was increased 
to 40. As the war raged on, 
with incessant fighting in the 
trenches, the effects were felt 
everywhere, not least in the 
Granite City. Food became 

scarce, even for those who were 
sick in the hospital where more 
than 1,500 soldiers were treated. 
An appeal was issued by the 

matron to local people in the 
city, asking them to dig deep.

  Flora Sawyer,  
The International School Aberdeen 
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97. James Anson Otho 
Brooke VC
James Anson Otho Brooke from 
Aberdeenshire was awarded the 
Victoria Cross posthumously.

JAMES’ VICTORIA CROSS 
CITATION 29th October 1914

For conspicuous bravery and 
great ability near Gheluvelt on 
the 29th October, in leading two 
attacks on the German trenches 
under heavy rifle and machine 
gun fire, regaining a lost trench 

at a very critical moment.  
He was killed on that day. 
By his marked coolness and 
promptitude on this occasion 
Lieutenant Brooke prevented  
the enemy from breaking through 
our line at a time when a general 
counter-attack could not have 
been organised.

 
Callum Hendry and Louis Gatner,  
Gray’s School of Art 

98. Zeppelins over Aberdeenshire
In a farcical series of events, two 
Zeppelins headed for Scotland 
where the first mistook the Firth 
of Tay for the Firth of Forth and 
eventually dumped its bombs 
over Lunan Bay, near Montrose, 
injuring a horse. The second 
headed north possibly intending 
to bomb a secondary target 
of Royal Navy warships in the 
Cromarty Firth, before heading 
out to sea over Buchan’s 
Rattray Head. Wildly off-course 
it bombed Craig Castle, at 
Lumsden, before over-flying 
Kintore, Old Rayne and Insch, 

where they dropped bombs on 
a field at Hill of Flinder Farm. 
Eventually it headed out over 
the North Sea to ask directions, 
via loudhailer, from the startled 
crew of a fishing trawler, before 
heading over to Norway, where 
it ran out of fuel and crashed 
off the Norwegian coast at 
Sandness.

Erin Brogan, 
Gray’s School of Art 

 

99. Count von Zeppelin’s airships 
Lighter than air flying machines 
Zeppelins were successfully 
developed before aeroplanes. 
Count von Zeppelin was 
impressed by their potential and 
built his first successful airship in 
1900. From then, civilian airships 
developed rapidly before the First 
World War. Passengers travelled in 
considerable comfort in gondolas 
slung underneath the huge 190 
metre-long hydrogen-filled rugby 
ball-shaped balloon. They had 
more space than in many  
modern aeroplanes and could 
stroll about admiring the view.

The German Army and Navy 
both saw the potential that 
airships had for reconnaissance. 
When it became clear that the 
war would be long and drawn 
out, Zeppelins were sent to 
bomb British cities. However, 
it was realised that Zeppelins 
were extremely vulnerable to 
explosive shells, which set 
light to the hydrogen, often in 
spectacular fashion. Zeppelin 
raids were called off in 1917, by 
which time 77 out of the 115 
German Zeppelins had been 
shot down or totally disabled. 

Mya Lawson,  
Gray’s School of Art  
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100. George 
Ramage’s 
WW1 Diaries 
George Ramage was an ordinary 
soldier in the British Army during 
the First World War. He had been 
a school teacher before the war. 
In January 1915 he enlisted as 
a Lance Corporal in the Gordon 
Highlanders, and in April was sent 
to France. Ramage served as a 
trench grenadier and experienced 
the full horror of trench warfare 
where he was one of the first 
soldiers to face a gas attack. 
In June 1915 he was shot by a 

sniper in the left hand. After a 
series of operations he had to 
have his left hand and the lower 
part of his arm amputated. 
Ramage remained in hospital until 
he was discharged in August 

1916, at which point he returned 
to Scotland. His remarkable diary 
of trench warfare is now in the 
National Library of Scotland.

   Katie Campbell, 
Gray’s School of Art 

101. Aftermath
   Sandra Cristian,  

The International School Aberdeen

New weaponry and the scale 
of the conflict resulted in 
unprecedented numbers of 
surviving amputees – 41,000 out 
of seven million British soldiers 
deployed during the war. Most 
amputations were performed 
using a guillotine. 

In March 1916 a decision was 
taken to build a hospital in the 

West of Scotland to treat those 
who had been wounded in 
battle. Within the first few weeks 
over £100,000 was donated 
(equivalent to over £6,000,000 in 
today’s money) to the Princess 
Louise Scottish Hospital for 
Limbless Sailors and Soldiers. 
One hundred years on Erskine  
still cares for ex-servicemen.






