


Q1

75 Flip Facts Quiz 1- Level 1 Quiz Questions Answers

1

Knit for Victory

Children were encouraged to 'knit for v ictory' in schools with young boys and girls knitting socks, scarv es, hats and glov es in Army 
colours as part of the war effort. 

What sort of items did young 
boys and girls knit as part of 

the war effort?

Socks, scarves, hats 
and gloves.

2

Victory Rolls

‘Victory Rolls' are one of the most iconic hairstyles from the 1940s. The hairstyle is often associated with manoeuvres performed by 
fighter planes in WW2. Planes would spin horizontally as a sign of v ictory or celebration, so this style is perfect to celebrate 75th VE 
Day. 

As more women were enrolled in the workforce the v ictory roll was a practical style that was suitable for working in factories - it kept 
their hair out their faces and away from the dangerous machines. Long hair was considered unpatriotic and Hollywood stars such as 
Veronica Lake led campaigns to encourage women to wear their hair short. 

Which iconic hairstyle was 
inspired by fighter plane 

manoeuvres?
Victory Rolls

3

Child Evacuees

During WW2, children liv ing in British cities were ev acuated to protect them from the threat of German bombs. Moving away meant 
they were separated from their families for what became years. 

The ev acuees were sent to liv e with families in the country. Some were homesick and wanted to return to their families.  Children 
mustered at their local primary school, carrying their gas mask, toothbrush, change of underwear, a name label and food for the 
journey. They walked to the nearest railway station, to be ev acuated to secret destinations – Glaswegians to Perthshire, Kintyre and 
Rothesay; Edinburgh children to the Borders or the Highlands.

What fiv e items would children 
being ev acuated have to 

take with them?

Gas mask, 
toothbrush, change 

of underwear, a 
name label and 

food for the journey

4

Grow your Own

Not all foods were rationed. Fruit and v egetables were never rationed but were often in short supply, especially tomatoes, on ions and 
fruit shipped from ov erseas. The gov ernment encouraged people to grow v egetables in their own gardens and allotments. Many 
public parks were also used for this purpose. 

The scheme became better known as ‘Dig For Victory!’. Professor John Raeburn (1912-2006), born in Aberdeen, set up the Dig for 
Victory campaign while he was head of the Agricultural Plans Branch of the Ministry of Food. It was not until the 1950's that some 
goods came off ration.

What campaign encouraged 
people to grow their own fruit 

and v egetables?
Dig for Victory!

5

Winston Churchill

Winston Churchill reads a newspaper on the platform at St Andrews railway station, during a tour of coastal defences.  Church ill
inspected Polish troops who had taken over defending a section of the coast and a Nav al Establishment in Scotland on 23 Octob er 
1940.

Which famous figure toured 
coastal defences in Scotland 

in 1940?
Winston Churchill
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Spy Princess

Noor Inayat Khan was known as the 'Spy Princess'. In WW2 she joined the Women's Auxiliary Air Force and later was recruited a s a spy. In 
1943 Noor was the first female wireless operator sent from Britain to German-occupied France, to assist the French Resistance. 

Betrayed to the Germans, she was executed at Dachau concentration camp in 1944. After the war she was posthumously awarded 
the George Cross in 1949.

Who was the Spy Princess 
and what was her mission?

Noor Inayat Khan. To 
enter German-

occupied France 
and assist the French 

Resistance as a 
wireless operator. 

7

GI Brides

The USA entered the war on 11 December 1941.  Almost immediately American Forces started to arriv e in Britain and were posted
across the whole of the island.  Ov er the course of the war an estimated 1.5 million Americans were posted or had passed through
Britain.  

To British girls who were suffering from the absence of their own young men fighting abroad and living under rationing, austerity and the 
threat of air raids, these G.I.s, who seemed to want for nothing, were an attractive distraction that brought a hint of Hollywood to their 
liv es. 

At the end of the war, around 70,000 young women travelled to the USA as brides of GIs.

How many American 
soldiers were posted to 

Britain during WW2?
Around 1.5million 

8

Sir Alexander Fleming

Sir Alexander Fleming was a Scottish biologist, physician, microbiologist, and pharmacologist, born in East Ayrshire. In 1928 he is 
attributed with the discovery of penicillin and the birth of modern antibiotics. 

Penicillin was used on a large scale for the first-time during WW2. It helped reduce the number of amputations and deaths by 
prev enting infections. 

Who inv ented the medicine, 
penicillin? 

Sir Alexander 
Fleming 

9

Enigma Machine

Enigma was a dev ice used by the German military command to encode strategic messages before and during WW2. The Enigma 
code was first broken by the Poles, under the leadership of mathematician Marian Rejewski, in the early 1930s. The cracking of the 
Enigma was a 'game-changer' in the field of code-cracking as Rejewski’s “chains” method of cracking was the first time a purely 
mathematical approach had ever been taken in cryptanalysis. The Polish Cipher Bureau was the first to design and build an 
electromechanical device to aid in the cracking process. When the Polish informed the British about their success, it completely
transformed the way that the British hired codebreakers.

In short, the Enigma played an important role in history, and both the design of the machine and the way that it was cracked 
foreshadowed major changes in the field of cryptology, including increased automation and the importance of mathematics.

Who first broke the Enigma 
code?

The Polish Cipher 
Bureau

10

Kindertransport

Before the war began, thousands of German children, mainly Jewish, were sent to Britain to sav e them from the danger of the Nazis. 
After the destruction of Kristallnacht (Night of the Broken Glass) in 1938, in which attacks took place on Jewish businesses and
synagogues, it was clear that the children were in danger. 

This ev acuation was called the Kindertransport (children transport). In East Lothian, Kindertransport children arrived in 1939. Jewish 
children from Austria and Germany were welcomed at Whittingehame House which was turned into a school for the children, 
complete with a cobblers' workshop and a synagogue.  Lessons included the teaching of v ital skills for the workplace.

What does Kindertransport 
mean? Children transport
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Clydebank Blitz

On the nights of 13 and 14 March 1941, German bombers attacked the munitions factories and shipyards of Clydeside. There were 260 
bombers on the first night - waves of high-explosive bombs, incendiary bombs and landmines were dropped over a nine-hour 
period. Streets were dev astated, fires raged, and people were trapped in collapsed buildings.

The Polish destroyer ORP Piorun under Commander Eugeniusz Pławski was at John Brown’s Shipyard undergoing repairs. She joined the 
defence of Clydebank, firing a tremendous barrage at the Luftwaffe. A memorial to the ship’s crew can be seen in Solidarity P laza, 
Clydebank.

On 14 March, with rescue work continuing, 200 bombers returned; their bombing raid lasted over seven and a half hours. Ov er the two 
days 528 civ ilians were killed, ov er 617 people were seriously injured, and sev eral housing schemes were completely wiped out ; 48,000 
civ ilians lost their homes, many of them shipyard workers and their families, packed into Clydebank tenements.

On 14 March 2009 a monument commemorating the 528 Scots civ ilians killed during the Clydebank Blitz was unveiled in West 
Dunbartonshire. The names of the people who died are inscribed in a bronze plaque.

What town in Scotland was 
almost completely 

destroyed by German 
bombers In March 1941?

Clydebank

12

Bamse the Big Brave Dog with a Huge Heart

Bamse, a St Bernard dog, was an official crew member on the Norwegian patrol vessel Thorodd, stationed in Montrose during WW2.
With his brav ery and huge heart, Bamse became a global mascot for the Royal Norwegian Force as well as a local celebrity. 

He had his own metal helmet which he always wore on duty, standing guard in the foremost gun tower ev en under heavy enemy fire. 
He prov ided security for the crew, rounding them up from v arious pubs, by taking the bus into Dundee, sniffing them out and getting 
them back on ship. The crew bought him his own bus pass, which hung from his collar. He enjoyed a pie and a pint, frequenting local 
pubs and bakeries in Montrose. 

When Bamse died in 1944, his nav al career ended but he will forev er be in the hearts of the local community. He was buried with full 
military honours in Montrose, a statue erected in the Montrose Harbour and a Bamse Heritage Trail established. 

Which animal became an 
official crew member on a 
Norwegian patrol vessel, 

stationed in Scotland during 
WW2?

Bamse, a St Bernard 
dog

13

When was VE Day?

Victory in Europe Day, generally known as VE Day (Great Britain) or V-E Day (North America), is a day celebrating the formal 
acceptance by the Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender of its armed forces on May 8, 1945.

What date was Victory in 
Europe Day (VE Day)?

8th May 1945

14

Dare-devil Pilots in Paris

In Paris, the popular WW1 song “It’s a long way to Tipperary” was sung on the Champs Elysees.  Allied pilots took turns flying through the 
small opening under the Eiffel Tower before soaring up past the Arc de Triomphe.

What flying trick did Allied 
pilots attempt in Paris?

To fly through the 
small opening of the 

Eiffel Tower 

15

Limited Celebrations at Christmas

By 1943 only one in ten families in Britain could afford a goose or turkey for Christmas dinner.  Wrapping paper was not available and 
toys were v ery expensive.  Most children received home-made gifts such as a doll made from stockings or knitted glov es and slippers.

What type of gifts could 
children expect to receiv e 
on Christmas day during the 

war?

A doll made from 
stockings and 

knitted gloves and 
slippers
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Disney Gas Masks!

During the war Walt Disney helped design a Mickey Mouse Gas mask for American children.  It was hoped it would make wearing a
gas masks less scary.  British children aged between 18 months and 4 years were issued with Baby gas masks which totally enclosed 
the baby.  

Air needed to be pumped into the mask by a hand pump.  A serious responsibility for the adult holding the baby during an air raid! The 
British v ersion did not look like Mickey Mouse, but it was red and blue to appeal to children.

Why were children issued with 
Mickey Mouse gas masks?

To make them less 
scared when 

wearing a gas mask.

17

Animal Heroes

In 1943, Maria Dicken, founder of the animal charity People's Dispensary for Sick Animals (PDSA), decided that an Award should be 
created to recognise the brav ery and devotion shown by animals serving with the armed forces and with civil defence organisat ions.  

By the end of WW2 the Dicken Medal had been awarded to dogs, horses and pigeons.   To date, only one medal has been awarded 
to a cat.  

Winkie a pigeon that hailed from Broughty Ferry, Dundee, sav ed the life of four men whose bomber plane crashed into the North Sea.  
Winkie flew 120 miles home to raise the alarm.  Winkie's owner informed RAF Leuchars in Fife.

Which animal charity awards 
the Dicken Award?

People's Dispensary 
for Sick Animals 

(PDSA)

18

The Women's Land Army

Generally referred to as 'land girls' The Women's Land Army numbered more than 80,000 women at its peak in 1944.  With the outbreak 
of war many of the young men who worked on farms were enlisted but there was a need to ensure that Britain increased its food
production.  

Initially, v olunteers were sought but by 1941 women could also be conscripted.  The women often liv ed in hostels and could sometimes 
find themselv es working alongside prisoners-of-war.   It was finally disbanded in 1950.

What was the estimated 
number of Land Girls by 

1944?

80,000

19

Olympic Gap

The Olympic Games of 1936 were held in Berlin and there was a great deal of disquiet that they were hijacked to promote the 
propaganda of the fascist regime.  The Games for 1940 had been awarded to Tokyo and there were similar concerns that again they 
would be used for political advantage.  

In addition, many countries were considering boycotting the Games following the brutal invasion by Japan of China three years
prev iously and the ongoing war.  As it was, Japan called off the games citing the need to conserv e resources because of its w ar with 
China.  

In June of 1939 the International Olympic Committee had awarded the 1944 Olympics to London but with war being declared three
months later the Games for 1944 were cancelled.  It was not until after the war, in 1948, that the Games ev entually came to London, 
although they lacked the lavish displays of prev ious games.

Who decides which city 
should host the Olympic 

Games?

The Olympic 
Committee

20

Air Raid Warning

Loud sirens would let people know that a bomb might go off soon, and that they should run to the nearest Air Raid shelter. Bomb 
shelters were small, strong structures, sometimes put underground, that helped to protect people inside from being hurt during 
explosions.

How would people know an 
Air Raid was coming?

Loud sirens, known 
as Air Raid warnings
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British Pet Holocaust

It was the lack of food, not bombs, that posed the biggest threat to wartime pets.  There was no food ration for cats and dogs. In 1939, 
in anticipation of war, the British Gov ernment published ‘Advice to Animal Owners’. It said: "If at all possible, send or take your 
household animals into the country in advance of an emergency." It concluded: "If you cannot place them in the care of neighb ours, 
it really is kindest to hav e them destroyed."

In just one week, 750,000 pets were euthanised, either because their owners were going off to war, they were bombed, or they could 
not afford to keep them during rationing.   The Duchess of Hamilton, an animal rights activist, was horrified and rushed from Scotland to 
London with her own statement to be broadcast on the BBC, offering to prov ide sanctuary at her estate in Ferne, Dorset. Hundreds of 
animals were taken there by her staff and the Ferne Animal Sanctuary still exists to this day. 

What posed the biggest 
threat to pets during war 

time?

The lack of food. 
Pets did not have 

food rations.

22

Paddington The Refugee Bear

Michael Bond’s Paddington Bear (1958) is about an orphan bear found by a family at Paddington railway station in London, sitting on 
his suitcase with a label attached to his coat that reads, ‘Please look after this bear. Thank you.’ 

Bond has said that the character of the polite bear from ’darkest Peru’ was inspired by his childhood and watching newsreels of 
children being ev acuated from London, "When I was small, I had memories of children being ev acuated from London with a label 
around their necks and all their possessions in a suitcase, and this became part of Paddington as well." 

Which much lov ed fictional 
character looks like a child 

ev acuee?

Paddington Bear

23

God save the King

The official end of the conflict in Europe was 8 May 1945. VE Day was celebrated in the streets of London with large crowds gathering 
at Buckingham Palace, calling for the King to come out onto the balcony. 

In all, the Royal Family made eight balcony appearances during the day. The Princesses were allowed to walk unnoticed through the 
streets around the Palace. They were in the crowds when the King and Queen made a final appearance on the balcony. 

How many times did the 
Royal Family appear on the 

balcony of Buckingham 
House on VE Day?

Eight

24

When was D-Day?

The term ‘D-Day’ has been used for many different operations, but in modern history it refers to what happened on 6 June 1944 - the 
day on which the Battle of Normandy began. On 6 June 1944, thousands of Allied troops landed on the beaches of Normandy, in 
northern France, at the start of the battle to liberate mainland Europe from Nazi occupation. 

A total 75,215 British and Canadian troops and 57,500 US troops were landed by sea on D-Day. Another 23,400 were landed by air. By 
the end of 11 June, 326,547 troops, 54,186 v ehicles and 104,428 tons of supplies had been landed on the beaches. According to the US 
National D-Day Memorial Foundation, 4,414 Allied soldiers died on D-Day and many more were wounded. 

The total German casualties on D-Day are not known but are estimated as being between 4000 and 9000 men. When the Battle of 
Normandy was over, more than 425,000 Allied and German troops had been killed, wounded or were missing in action. Allied 
casualties totalled around 209,000, including 37,000 dead from the ground forces and almost 17,000 from the airborne forces.

What date was D-Day? 6th June 1944

25

Volunteer for Victory

The Red Cross did ev erything from nursing and air raid duty to searching for missing people and transporting the wounded. All
members were trained in first aid and some trained in nursing, cookery, hygiene and sanitation. The majority of female VADs (Voluntary 
Aid Detachment) v olunteered as nurses, trained by the Red Cross. They were despatched throughout the UK and Europe during the
conflict.

What duties did the Red 
Cross undertake during the 

war?

Nursing, first aid, 
transporting the 

wounded, air raid 
duties and searching 
for missing people
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Fashion on the Ration

Clothing was rationed in Britain from 1st June 1941 to 15th March 1949. This allowed manufacturers to focus on producing military 
uniforms, safe-guarding raw materials such as leather and ensure the fair distributing of garments across the UK.  

What year did clothing 
rationing end?

1949

2

Beauty is your Duty

During WW2 makeup was still manufactured in the UK but in limited quantities. Make-up was never rationed but was subject to a luxury 
tax and was very costly. Lipstick was seen to be important for women's ov erall morale. 

Brands created patriotic compacts, lipsticks and powders with spirit-rousing names like 'Auxiliary Red', 'Victory Red' and 'Regimental 
Red.' to encourage women to support the troops and keep up appearances.

What make-up item was 
important for women's 

morale?

Lipstick

3

Merchant Navy

The Allied Merchant Navies in WW2 provided a vital but often forgotten serv ice to their countries’ war effort. Merchant seamen crewed 
the ships of the British Merchant Navy which kept the United Kingdom supplied with raw materials, arms, ammunition, fuel, food and all 
the necessities of a nation at war throughout WW2 - literally enabling the country to defend itself.

Merchant Navy Seamen manned the merchant ships that provided the supply line for the Allied Forces and as such they were prime 
target in “Operation Overlord”.  Thousands of v essels took part in the operation, including 139 major warships; 221 smaller combat 
v essels; more than 1000 minesweepers and auxiliary vessels; 4,000 landing craft; 805 merchant ships; 59 blockships; and 300 
miscellaneous small craft.

30,248 Merchant Navy Seamen lost their liv es during WW2, a death rate that was higher proportionately than in any of the Armed 
Forces.

How many Merchant Navy 
Seamen lost their liv es during 

WW2?

30,248

4

Codebreaking

Bletchley Park Mansion was once the top-secret home of the WW2 Codebreakers and was vital to the Allied v ictory in WW2. The 
Gov ernment Code and Cypher School (GC&CS) devised methods to enable the Allied forces to decipher the military codes and 
ciphers that secured German, Japanese, and other Axis nation’s communications. 

This produced v ital intelligence in support of Allied military operations on land, at sea and in the air. Bletchley Park also heralded the 
birth of the information age with the industrialisation of the codebreaking processes enabled by machines such as the 
Turing/Welchman Bombe, and the world’s first electronic computer, Colossus.

Which mansion was home to 
top secret codebreaking 

during WW2?

Bletchley Park

5

Battle of the Atlantic

The Battle of the Atlantic was the only campaign of World War II that gave Winston Churchill sleepless nights. As he said at the great 
moment of crisis in June 1940: “Without victory there is no surv ival.”

The Battle of the Atlantic was the longest continuous military campaign of WW2, running from 1939 and lasted 2074 days until 8 May 
1945, when Germany surrendered.

At its core was the Allied naval blockade of Germany. Both Germany and Britain relied heavily on imports to feed their people and 
supply materials for their war munitions industries.  Imports came from Commonwealth countries and America and had to be ship ped
across the Atlantic Ocean, thus Britain and Germany aimed to block each other in order to starv e their enemies, weaken their 
resources and morale.

What was the longest running 
military campaign of WW2?

The Battle of the 
Atlantic
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Street Party Celebrations across the Country 

Following the military surrender signed by Germany on 7th May, Victory in Europe was declared on 8th May 1945 to signal the end of the 
war. Celebrations erupted all ov er Britain with crowds gathering at local landmarks, dances and street parties that lasted until the 
small hours of the morning. Bonfires lit up the skies up and down the countries with reports of Hitler effigies being burned.

Crowds were encouraged to wear patriotic red, white and blue. Chocolates and chewing gum were showered upon the thousands 
of young people who had gathered in the streets of Edinburgh city centre (Scotsman, May 9 th, 1945). It is important to note that 
amongst the celebrations the war in the Far East continued and many families would be mourning the loss of their lov ed ones. 

What was showered on 
young people in Edinburgh 
who were celebrating VE 

Day in 1945?

Chocolate and 
chewing gum

7

Diversity in WW2
In rare reels of colour film shot on the streets of wartime London, an incredible array of different military uniforms can be seen illustrating 
the v ast diversity within the Armed Forces that fought together in WW2.  The RAF’s 145 Squadron consisted of men drawn from Belgium, 
Australia, Argentina, Czechoslovakia, the United States, New Zealand, Canada, Trinidad, Poland, South Africa and Britain.  The list of 
languages that the BBC was broadcasting by 1945 testifies to the same internationalism. 

How many other countries 
fought alongside Britain in the 

RAF’s 145 Squadron?
Ten 

8

Women's Contribution
Women were central to the war effort during WW2 providing a range of essential serv ices from nursing to engineering. They also played 
a v ital role on the Home Front, running households and fighting a daily battle of rationing, recycling, reusing, and growing food in 
allotments and gardens. 

From 1941, women were called up for war work as mechanics, engineers, munitions workers, air raid wardens, bus and fire engine 
driv ers. At first, only single women, aged 20-30 were called up, but by mid-1943, almost 90 per cent of single women and 80 per cent of 
married women were working in factories, on the land or in the Armed Forces.

There were more than 640,000 women in the Armed Forces, including The Women’s Royal Naval Service (WRNS), the Women’s Auxilia ry 
Air Force (WAAF) and the Auxiliary Territorial Serv ice (ATS), plus many more who flew unarmed aircraft and drove ambulances. The
WRNS were involved in some of the most secret planning for D-Day. Queen Elizabeth II (then Princess Elizabeth) was one of the most 
notable members of the Auxiliary Territorial Serv ice (ATS) during WW2. She trained as a driver and mechanic and reached the rank of 
Junior Commander.  

Which member of the Royal 
Family serv ed in the Auxiliary 
Territorial Serv ice (ATS) during 

WW2?

Queen Elizabeth II 

9

Anti-Vermin Squad

Pests such as rats posed a serious threat to food supplies. There were thought to be around 50 million rats in Britain during WW2. Teams 
from the Women’s Land Army were trained to work in anti-vermin squads killing rats as well as other v ermin including moles and foxes.

What pests were a threat to 
food supplies in wartime 

Britain?

Rats

10

Soldier Bear Wojtek
During WW2, Wojtek, an orphaned brown bear cub rescued by the Polish army, went from being a cuddly mascot to a formally 
enlisted soldier, as it was forbidden to take animals into a war zone. 

Wojtek liv ed in a camp with his comrades, learned to salute and carry supplies, drank beer and smoked cigarettes. He also marched 
with them into battle and served on the front line, becoming a WW2 hero and a symbol of freedom and solidarity for Poles around the 
world. 
After the war ended, Wojtek’s unit was transferred to Scotland and eventually disbanded.

Many of his comrades did not want to return to Poland and stayed in Scotland. Wojtek was offered a home at Edinburgh Zoo, where 
he was regularly v isited by his Polish brothers-in–arms until his death in 1963. A memorial statue now stands in Princes Street Gardens, 
Edinburgh. 

What animal became an 
enlisted soldier in the Polish 

army during WW2?

Wojtek, a brown 
bear
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No Change on the Frontlines

Soldiers on the frontlines in Europe, where some fighting was still taking place and in the pacific did not celebrate VE day. Instead they 
hoped the end of the war in Europe would allow extra soldiers to be deployed to where they were.

What were the soldiers still 
fighting on the frontlines 

hoping for? 

Reinforcements, now 
war in Europe was 

over

12

Glasgow All Lit Up!

In Glasgow, crowds gathered at George Square and participated in the eightsome reel.  Fairy lights were hung on lampposts and
bonfires lit. The office of the Daily Record used their spotlights to illuminate the city.  Cinemas interrupted the film they were showing for 
the King’s Speech.  

Why were films interrupted at 
the cinema on VE day?

To allow people to 
hear the King’s 

Speech, broadcast 
at 9pm

13

Schools Out?

Ov er 2,000 school buildings were taken over by the gov ernment during the war.  Lessons were often taught in any available spa ce 
such as a basement.  Lessons were also interrupted for sev eral hours at a time by air raids.  

Attendance dropped as children chose to stay away from school.  Others enjoyed the interruptions, especially if they could get a
quick sleep in the air raid shelter!

Why did attendance at some 
schools drop during the war?

Lessons were often 
interrupted by air 

raids.  Lessons were 
not held in schools 
but any available 

space like a 
basement.

14

A Real Life 007

Major-General Sir Fitzroy MacLean of Dunconnel joined the Diplomatic Corps when he graduated from Cambridge in 1933.  He was 
descended from the Macleans of Ardgour, a div ision of the Clan Maclean, whose chiefs have as their historic seat Duart Castle on the 
Isle of Mull in the Inner Hebrides.

He was posted to Paris and then Moscow but when war broke out, he was desperate to join the army.  He joined the Queens Own 
Cameron Highlanders and then the SAS.  During this time, he was inv olved in many daring and dangerous missions.  Churchill 
recognised his abilities as a soldier and as a diplomat and chose him to go to Yugoslavia and support Marshall Tito in his fight against 
the Germans.  

For his serv ices during the war he was awarded the French Croix de Guerre, the Russian Order of Kutuzov, and the Yugoslavian Order 
of the Partisan Star.   MacLean was a close friend of writer Ian Fleming, author of the James Bond books, and many believe the 
character is based in part on MacLean.  

What is the name of the 
award MacLean received 
from Yugoslav ia for his war 

serv ice?

Order of the Partisan 
Star

15

The Evacuees who May Never Return

London child ev acuees in Wales, who had been forgotten by their parents during the war, could be adopted by their welsh foster-
parents.  One 10-year old boy who had lived in wales for 5 years during the war, opted to stay with the family who took him.  He had 
not receiv ed one letter or v isit from his parents during the entire time he had been ev acuated and did not want to return to London.

Why did some ev acuees not 
want to return home after 

the war?

Some evacuees had 
no contact with their 
parents throughout 
the war and chose 

to stay with the 
families that had 

taken them in
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The Royal Army Veterinary Corps

By WW2 the Cavalry did not play a significant part in the fighting.  Germany, Poland and the Soviet Union used horses with limited 
success. However, despite advances in transportation, the Army still relied on horses and mules in difficult terrain such as parts of Italy 
and Palestine.   

Vets from the Royal Army Veterinary Corps (RAVC) were responsible for the care of these animals.  In Burma, use was made of bullocks 
and elephants.

In which country were 
elephants used?

Burma

17

Everyone Had a Role

Conscription for women was introduced in 1941. They could choose to work in industry or join the Auxiliary Territorial Serv ice (ATS), the 
Women's Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF) or the Women's Royal Naval Service (WRNS).  

They could also v olunteer for nursing or civ il defence organisations.  Although women had supported the war effort in World War One, 
this time, although still not allowed in frontline positions, they were more hands on with maintenance of equipment, planning
operations and working in intelligence.  

This freed up many more men for frontline operations. 

When was conscription for 
women introduced?

1941

18

Healing Arts

Three years before the war ended there was already the beginning of an idea to create an arts festiv al that would help heal the 
div isions and reconcile people after the war.   

The v ision was that a festiv al of arts performed by the world's leading artistes would transcend all political and cultural boundaries.  
When the war ended the possibility of making this a reality began to take shape and as a result the first Edinburgh International Festival 
took place in 1947.  

What year did the first 
Edinburgh International 

Festiv al take place?

1947

19

Football for All

Initially, when war broke out, the Football Association (FA) suspended all football matches except those arranged for the Armed 
Forces.  However, the Home Office agreed to allow football matches to continue provided they did not interfere with national service 
and industry. 

There were some difficulties, with conscription or war work taking players away and football grounds being commandeered for other 
purposes, but ov erall it was recognised that football was a healthy way to boost morale.  

Aside from armed forces teams many factories had their own teams and there was a rise in the number of women's football teams.  
Prisoners of war across all nations also found it a good way to exercise and the Red Cross and YMCA provided footballs and kit.

Who prov ided the footballs 
and kit for Prisoners of War?

The Red Cross and 
the YMCA (Young 

Men's Christian 
Association)

20

School Supplies in Short Supplies!

Paper was in such short supply during the war that pupils had to write in pencil on ev ery inch of their exercise book until it was full.  
Once full, pupils were told to turn the exercise book around and write in pen ov er the pencil!

How did school children save 
paper during the war?

They used every 
inch of their exercise 
book and wrote in 

pencil and then over 
the top in pen!
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Poppy Appeal During WW2

This first Poppy Day appeal in 1921 was a success. Most of the money raised went to soldiers in need and their families, while the rest 
went to the French Children's League to help reliev e suffering in war-ravaged areas of northern France. The popularity of Poppy Day 
grew and there were record collections during WW2.

What year was the first 
poppy appeal?

1921

22

From Pushing a Pen to Cutting Down Trees

The Women's Timber Corps, or ‘Lumberjills’, as they were affectionately known, replaced the men who had answered the call to war, 
carrying out the arduous tasks of felling trees, loading lorries and trains and operating sawmills all ov er Scotland. A large percentage of 
this was mining timber, used to keep Britain's engine turning during these difficult times. 

Britain was almost completely dependent on imported timber but only had seven months of it stockpiled. Timber was critical to the war 
effort: it was needed for ev erything from aircraft and shipbuilding to communications and coal mining. Christina Forrester in 1942, aged 
19, with no experience of working outdoors or in forestry, she swapped her life in a Glasgow office for cutting down trees and driving a 
tractor in rural Perthshire. 

As Christina puts it, she went from "pushing a pen to cutting down trees". These women, like so many more, may not hav e been on the 
front line, but they fought their own battles on the home front for respect and equality.

What affectionate name 
were the Women's Timber 
Corps known as?

Lumberjills

23

Heroes on the Home Front

During WW2, Britain was called 'the Home Front' - the war affected people not just fighting in armies on the front lines, but back in their 
own towns and neighbourhoods. British men, women and children for the most part endured extreme hardship and distress in one form 
or another. Few people escaped the rigors of life in wartime Britain and only survived due to their extraordinary spirit, tenacity, 
determination and courage.

Great technological advances were made during the period 1939 to 1945 plus huge social changes meant that life after the war 
would and could never be the same again.

What was the war effort back 
in Britain called?

The Home Front 

24

Wartime Blackout

Blackout regulations were imposed on 1 September 1939, before the declaration of war, plunging Britain into darkness. The nat ion
endured this enforced darkness until 23 April 1945, 10 days after the liberation of Belsen. 

These required that all windows and doors should be covered at night with suitable material such as heavy curtains, cardboard or
paint, to prev ent the escape of any glimmer of light that might aid enemy aircraft. 

When blackout was lifted in April 1945, Scottish schoolboy Donald Gulliver wrote to his father who was away serving in the forces: "The 
light is on at the corner, and I was playing under it last night, and the night before".  

The Vera Lynn song When the Lights Go On Again All is particularly poignant as the years of enforced darkness took their toll .

Why were blackout 
regulations enforced during 
WW2?

To prev ent enemy 
aircraft from 
identifying targets 
by sight

25

When did WWII Start and End?

WW2 began on 1 September 1939 and finally ended on 2 September 1945, lasting for 6 years and 1 day.

How long did WW2 last? 6 years and 1 day
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Souvenirs and Epherma

Patriotic Scarves: During WW2, people found ways to show their support for the war effort through fashion. 

One scarf's simple design features the RAF crest together with Winston Churchill's famous tribute to the RAF during the Battle of Britain: 
“Nev er was so much owed by so many to so few.”

What fashion items did 
people wear to show their 
support for the war effort?

Patriotic scarves

2

British Honduras in Scotland

During the war one million acres of land in Scotland was set aside for training troops, commandos, members of the Home 
Guard and special agents. 

Many volunteers from the Empire and Commonwealth were also based there. British Honduras (now Belize) worked making pit props -
wooden beams used to support coal mines - and wood pulp for factories.

How many acres of land in 
Scotland was used for 

training troops?

One million acres

3

Polish Paths to Freedom

The Polish 1st Independent Parachute Brigade (2,400 men) were formed in 1944 in Scotland under the leadership of General 
Sosabowski.

They were included  among the Allied forces taking part in Operation Market Garden. Due to a critical shortage of transport aircraft 
and some weather problems, the brigade was split into sev eral parts before entering the battle. A small part of the brigade with 
Sosabowski was dropped near Driel in the Netherlands on 19 September, but it was not until 21 September when the rest of the 
brigade finally arriv ed in the distant town of Grave. Upon arrival they met the waiting guns of the Germans who were camped out 
around the area. 

Between 1940 and 1947, 3000 officers and 10,000 Polish First Div ision Corps were stationed in Scotland.  The soldiers prov ided support to 
Scottish regiments during the First World War and are part of Fife’s rich history of migration. 

How many Polish soldiers 
were stationed in Scotland 
between 1940 and 1947?

13,000

4

Bombes Machine

The use of Bombes Machine in intelligence gathering had a huge impact across many land, sea and air campaigns. The German 
battleship Bismarck was located with the assistance of Enigma decrypts and sunk by air and surface attack in 1941. 

Later, in 1944, Enigma decrypts provided details of German defensive preparations for, and reactions to the D-Day inv asion.

What machines were used at 
Bletchley Park to crack 

German codes?
Bombes machine

5

A Corner of Pakistan in Scotland

Buried in Kingussie are nine serv icemen from Force K6, an all Muslim Transport Corps. They originated from the Punjab and arrived in 
France in 1939 and ev entually were evacuated from Dunkirk to Britain. In the UK, they trained, provided supplies and prepared for 
Churchill's 'Operation Jupiter'. 

These indiv iduals now resting in Scottish soil prov ide a special and everlasting link between Scotland and South Asia and between 
Muslims and Britain. 

Who were Force K9?

They were an all 
Muslim Transport 
Corps who fought 
within the British 

Indian Army during 
WW2
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Italian Prisoners of War

During the war, 200 Italian Prisoners of War were held on the island of Lambholm in the Orkney Islands.  They were giv en permission to 
build a chapel using 2 old Nissan huts.  The Italian Chapel which they created has become world famous and stands as a symbol of
humanity and reconciliation.  

It attracts v isitors from around the world and has undergone three restorations to keep it fresh.  The first restoration in the 1960's was 
undertaken by one of the original builders, Domenico Chiocchetti, who returned to the island to repaint his frescos.  The most recent 
restoration was in 2017.  

During a Mass to mark the 70th anniversary of the chapel in 2014, Domenico's daughter Angela sung Panis Angelicus.

Who built the Italian Chapel 
which stands in Orkney 

Islands?

Italian Prisoners of 
War during WW2

7

By the Light of the Moon. Astronomy & WW2

The inv asion of occupied France on D-Day changed the course of WW2.  Astronomy played a crucial role in the timing of the ev ent.
On 6th June 1944, Allied soldiers inv aded beaches along the coast of the Normandy. 

Troops did not want to use artificial light so that the enemy would see. They used the light reflected from the moon to guide their way. 

The planners were particular about the timing of D-day. They wanted a full moon, with a spring tide and to land at dawn on a flood 
tide, when it was about half way in. That meant there were only a few days that were appropriate. June 5th was chosen but it had to 
be delayed 24 hours for bad weather.

Why was the moon important 
to the D-Day landings?

The Allies used the 
light of the moon to 

guide their ships 
safely to the 

Normandy coast

8

Rudolf Hess in Scotland

The 14th Duke of Hamilton found himself at the centre of a plot by Rudolf Hess, Hitler's Deputy, to end the war in 1941.  Rudolf Hess, a 
leading member of the Nazi party and Hitler's Deputy Fuhrer, made a solo flight to Scotland to try to speak to the Duke of Hamilton 
and arrange peace talks. 

He parachuted out of his Messerschmitt plane when it got into difficulties and landed in a field outside Eaglesham where he w as 
apprehended by a local farmer and taken to the headquarters of the local Home Guard in Busby. 

Hess was transferred to Maryhill Barracks in Glasgow for a while and spent the remainder of the war as a prisoner. After the end of 
WW2, Hess stood trial at Nuremberg for war crimes and spent the remainder of his life in Spandau Prison, Berlin.

Which leading member of 
the Nazi party crash landed 
outside Eaglesham in 1941?

Rudolf Hess

9

Stirling Castle

Stirling Castle was used as an Infantry Training Camp during the war where recruits would complete their basic training.

What Scottish landmark was 
used for infantry training 

during WW2?
Stirling Castle

10

Mourning in the USA

VE Day Celebrations in the US were low key because of the death of President Roosev elt on the 12th April.  During the officia l mourning 
period of 30 days, flags remained at half-mast.  Despite this 15,000 extra police-officers were sent to NY Times Square to control 
celebrating crowds.

Why was VE Day in the US not 
celebrated with the same 

excitement as it was in other 
countries?

The president had 
died the month 
before and the 

country was still in 
mourning
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No Party for Joseph Stalin

Russia had suffered the loss of up to 30 million soldiers and civ ilians during the war.  Many were too shell-shocked and exhausted to 
celebrate. 

In Moscow, lights were illuminated into the sky and fireworks exploded over the Kremlin. Stalin refused to join in the celebrations stating 
he should not be interrupted as he was too busy working!

Why did Stalin refuse to join 
the VE Day celebrations in 
Moscow?

He said he was too 
busy as he was 
working

12

Sadness in OZ

The mood across Australian cities was described a sombre as many Aussie soldiers were still fighting in the Far East and the pacific.  In 
Melbourne, 100,000 people attended the service at the shrine of Remembrance.  

The Sydney Morning Herald’s VE day front page asked the question: “Since when has it been customary to celebrate v ictory halfway
through a contest?”

What did the Sydney Morning 
Herald’s front-page headline 
mean?

The Newspaper was 
reminding readers 
that the war was not 
ov er and that it was 
too early to 
celebrate v ictory

13

Doing Their Bit for the War Effort

Boys aged 17 and ov er joined the Home Guard to help defend the country against an invasion.  Girl Guides and Boy Scouts over 16 
worked with the Air Raid Precautions unit as messengers and fire watchers.

They became the embodiment of the Home Front spirit, digging shelters, and pushing trek-carts around to collect jam jars for recycling 
and feeding bombed-out families and Air-Raid Wardens. They held bazaars and in 1940 they raised £50,000 in one week to buy 
ambulances and a lifeboat which saved lives at Dunkirk.

What duties did Girl Guides 
and Boy Scouts carry out 
during the war?

They supported the 
Air Raid Precautions 
unit as messengers 
and fire watchers

14

No Place like Home

During the war 200,000 homes were destroyed.  Even children who were not evacuated often moved homes several times.  By the end 
of the war there had been 34 million change of addresses!

How many homes were 
destroyed the war?

200,000

15

School Uniform Had to be Worn Even During the War!

The rationing of clothes during the war meant the purchase of brand- new clothes was very rare.  Most families were encouraged to 
mend and make do.  Fabric and clothing could be bought with coupons.  

School uniforms had to last and so mothers were encouraged to think ahead and buy clothes much bigger than their child so they 
could grow into it!

Why did children often have 
to wear ov ersized school 
uniform during the war?

Clothing was 
rationed so mothers 
were encouraged 
to buy bigger sizes 
so they would last 
longer
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A Serviceman’s Best Friend

When war started Britain was slower than some of her allies to realise the v alue of dogs on the frontline.  The Belgians and the French 
had been training the dogs for guard duty and for detecting explosives.  

During the ev acuation of Dunkirk in June 1940, along with the thousands of men rescued were 200 Belgian and French dogs.  In 1942 
the Army set up its first War Dog Training School, taking ov er Greyhound Racing Kennels at Potter's Bar in London.   

By 1944 around 7,000 dogs had graduated from the school and others were being trained for the RAF at bases in the Middle East .  
Dogs were also inv aluable in searching for those trapped in the rubble of bombed buildings.  There is no doubt that man's best friend 
sav ed many lives.

The kennels of which breed 
of dog were taken ov er by 
the first War Dog Training 

School?

Greyhounds

17

Special Operations Executive

One of the lesser known organisations of WW2 was housed in Baker Street, London.  The mission of the Special Operations Executive 
was to support the French Resistance in its fight against German occupation.  

Those who signed up to this organisation were sent behind enemy lines and acted as support to ensure the Resistance mov ement was
not cut off from the Allies.  This was dangerous work, but it was expected that women Agents would be less conspicuous than men 
simply because it would not be expected that women would do this. 

Agents knew there would be certain death if they were caught but despite this 39 of the SOE agents in France were women.

How many women were 
deployed in France by the 

Special Operations 
Executive?

39

18

BBC Entertains

With telev ision very much in its infancy it was radio that provided the news and entertainment for the v ast majority of the British public.    
Music ranged from the sentimental, to the comic, the cheerful and the romantic.  Names such as Vera Lynn, Flanagan and Allan, Bing 
Crosbie and Glenn Miller were familiar to all.  

Special programmes were created to boost morale.  One played requests and passed messages to serv icemen and another was 
broadcast live from different factories around the country three days a week.  When VE Day finally came the BBC had to tread a v ery 
fine line to capture all the moods of the day.  

Its programming schedule cov ered speeches by the King and by Churchill, mixed with music and outside broadcast teams hearing 
from people around the country.

Name one person who made 
a speech on radio on VE 

Day?

Winston Churchill / 
King George VI

19

Dance, Dance, Dance!

One of the most popular pastimes to help forget the greyness of wartime life was dancing.  Whether it was a big city ballroom or a 
v illage hall, a dance would draw people in.  It was a chance to dress up, to relax and enjoy the music - and perhaps for romance.  

The range of dances went from traditional waltzes and the foxtrot to the Lindy Hop and the Jitterbug introduced by the influx of
Americans.  If you were lucky there would be a full-size band, but a trio of musicians or a single piano was just as welcome.  

What dances were brought 
from the USA?

The Lindy Hop and 
Jitterbug

20

The Home Guard in Scotland
The Home Guard had 1.5 million local v olunteers who were not eligible for military serv ice, such as those who were too young or too 
old to join the regular armed serv ices (18-41 years old) or those in reserv ed occupations e.g. doctors, farmers and police officers.  One 
in fiv e men became v olunteers, their role was to act as secondary defence force in case of inv asion.  

The Home Guard trained in preparation for the possible inv asion of Scotland. There is film footage of Home Guard on parade in a 
barracks yard, practising manoeuvres, target practice, a mock battle, bayonet charge, air raid, and camouflage, hand to hand 
fighting and finally relaxing. 

How many volunteers were in 
the Home Guard?

1.5 million
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National Military Appreciation Month USA

In America VE Day is part of month-long recognition of armed forces.  In 1999 the US Congress designated May as National Military 
Appreciation Month in America.  

Throughout the month there are special dates aimed at encouraging unity.  It starts on the 1 st of May with Loyalty Day, then the first full 
week is Public Serv ice Recognition Week, 8 May is V-E Day, the Friday before Mothering Sunday is Military Spouse Appreciation Day, 
the third Saturday in the month is Armed Forces Day and the last Monday in May is Memorial Day, a Federal Holiday. 

Which body designated May 
as National Military 
Appreciation Month in 
America?

US Congress

22

Jack Buchanan - a Stage and Screen Legend

The name Jack Buchanan is not always recognised these days but during WW2 he was one of the most sought-after stage stars of his
day.  With the suave demeanour of Cary Grant, he was the epitome of style. 

He could act, he could dance, he could sing, he was an impresario and appeared in West End and Broadway shows.  Born in 
Helensburgh in 1891, Jack started in Glasgow theatres - where audiences were not always appreciative.   

Fred Astaire was a huge fan of Jack's, he gav e dancing lessons to Laurence Oliv ier, he was an entrepreneur and a superstar.  Today, 
he is largely unknown, but in the dark years of WW2 he gav e audiences a few hours of release from the harsh world outside the
theatre.

In which Scottish town was 
Jack Buchanan born?

Helensburgh

23

Marking Victory on the Eastern Front

VE Day is known simply as V Day or Victory Day in Russia and is celebrated on 9 May due to the time difference between Russia and 
Central Europe.  It is marked officially by military parades, most famously in Red Square in Moscow.  

To the Sov iet Union, as Russia and the Soviet Bloc countries were known at the time, the war was known as The Great Patriotic War, 
and cost the liv es of 27 million of their soldiers and civ ilians.  

Victory Day is a national holiday and a feature in recent years has been whole families marching through towns and cities carrying 
photos of their ancestors who fought in the war.  This is known as the March of the Immortal Regiment.

How many liv es were lost by 
the Sov iet Union in WW2?

27 million

24

When was VJ Day?
Victory ov er Japan Day (also known as V-J Day, Victory in the Pacific Day, or V-P Day) is the day on which Imperial Japan surrendered 
in WW2, in effect bringing the war to an end. 

The term has been applied to both of the days on which the initial announcement of Japan's surrender was made – to the afternoon
of August 15, 1945, in Japan, and because of time zone differences, to August 14, 1945 (when it was announced in the United S tates 
and the rest of the Americas and Eastern Pacific Islands) – as well as to September 2, 1945, when the signing of the surrender 
document occurred, officially ending WW2.  

Why are there 2 days known 
as VJ Day?

The time zone 
differences 
between Japan 
and the United 
States

25

Screen Magic
If there was one thing as good as going to a dance, it was going to the cinema to watch a film where the men mov ed lightly on their 
feet and the women wore clothes that no amount of ration coupons could buy.   

Gene Kelly, Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers and Jack Buchanan danced across the silv er screen effortlessly and with considerably 
more grace than could be seen in the av erage dance hall.   

Dance films had been popular for a long time, but the war years saw some of the most popular; Ziegfeld Follies, Anchors Away! For Me 
and My Girl and Holiday Inn, the film in which Bing Crosbie introduced the ever popular song White Christmas.

In which film did Bing Crosby 
first sing White Christmas?

Holiday Inn


