
PRIVATE JAMES LAIDLAW, 5TH CAMERON HIGHLANDERS

THIRD YPRES / BATTLE OF PASSCHENDAELE

After three and a half months hard fighting, with appalling casualties, 
both from disease and combat, the battle ceased, mainly due to the 

dreadful winter in Flanders that year. Hundreds of thousands on 
both sides paid the ultimate price with their lives. The average daily 
casualty rate for the Third Ypres battle was 2,323 soldiers per day.

~
“Passchendaele is one of our main battle honours, where we lost so 

many young Jocks, and where we won two VCs in one day - CSM 
Skinner and CQMS Grimbaldeston.’ President of the KOSB Association, 

Colonel Angus Loudon, 2017.

Black Watch Corner,  
South West Corner of Polygon 
Wood, Iepers (Ypres), Belgium

1

The London Scottish Memorial, 
between Wytschaete and Messines2

The Scottish Memorial  
Frenzenburg,  
on Frezenberg Ridge, Flanders

a. Scottish Celtic Cross

b. Steel figures added near 
to the Scottish Memorial 
Frezenberg in 2017

c. King’s Own Scottish 
Borderers  Plaque at Scottish 
Memorial Frenzenberg

3

Belgium

Ypres

Passchendaele

Antwerp

Brussels
2

3
1

Passchendaele: A Killing Field of Mud

  “We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset 

glow, Loved and were loved, and 

now we lie In Flanders fields.”
JOHN MCCRAE, MAY 1915
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“In some places the dead  
were lying five deep - 

Camerons on top of Germans.”

a b

c

AS NORMAN DRUMMOND, 
 CHAIR OF THE WW100 SCOTTISH 
COMMEMORATIONS PANEL SAYS, 

“We must learn from what happened,  
we want to honour our forebears,  

and most importantly, we must continue 
 to talk about it.”

CSM John Skinner VC

CQMS William Grimbaldeston VC

Please scan the QR codes to learn the story of the Scots soldiers 
each memorial remembers.
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“You scarce had shed your boyhood’s years”

You scarce had shed your boyhood’s years,
In every vein the blood ran young,
Your soul uncramped by ageing fears,
Your tales untold, your songs unsung.

JOHN BUCHAN,AUTHOR OF ‘THE THIRTY-NINE STEPS.’

Across Flanders and France there are many memorials to those fallen heroes, 
these maps are intended to assist in identifying those for the Scots who made the 

ultimate sacrifice during the conflict.

Of the 700,000 Scots who  
fought in World War One, more 

than 100,000 died.
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THE BATTLE OF ARRAS 

Although the Battle of the Somme and the Third Battle of Ypres, 
often referred to as the Battle of Passchendaele, are indelibly etched 
in the British consciousness, the average daily casualty rate for the 

Battle of Arras was actually far greater than either of these.
~

Combined casualties for the three Scottish Divisions during April 
and May 1917 came to just over 18,000. Added to this figure are the 
casualties of another 14 Scottish Battalions that fought with other 
Divisions at Arras. On 11th April 1917, just one of those Battalions, 
the 2nd Seaforth Highlanders, sustained casualties amounting 

to 12 officers and 363 other ranks. Arras was, and still remains, a 
battlefield very close to Scottish hearts.

ONE OF 159,000: A PERSON NOT A NUMBER

Alastair Buchan, brother of the famous Scottish novelist John Buchan, 
was one of the many casualties of Arras.

 He was a Lieutenant in the 6th Royal Scots Fusiliers and lost his life on 
the first day of the battle, 9th April 1917. He was only 22.

John, who was Director of Information for the Lloyd George 
Government at the time, was deeply affected and below is a poignant 

verse from the elegy he wrote; 

THE SOMME 

The Battle of the Somme was the largest Western Front battle of 
World War One, beginning on July 1 1916 and ending 141 days later 

on 18th November. Over a million men were wounded or killed, 
420,000 of them from the British Army. British casualties on the first 

day were the worst in the history of the British army, with 57,470 
casualties of whom 19,240 died.

~
51 Scottish battalions took part in the campaign, including the 

renowned 16th Battalion Royal Scots ‘McCrae’s Battalion’, which 
was largely composed of professional and amateur sportsmen and 

their supporters. The Battalion lost 12 officers and 573 soldiers in the 
attack on the first day.

(John Buchan)

Please scan the QR codes to learn the story of the Scots 
soldiers each memorial remembers.



World War One touched the lives of millions of Scots at home and abroad and still resonates 
today. While nearly every village, town and city in Scotland has a memorial displaying the 

names of their war dead, on the now quiet fields of France and Belgium proudly stand 
memorials to commemorate the brave Scots who fought and died together along these once 

war-ravaged Western Fronts.

‘Shining a Light’ on
The Scottish Memorials

of WW1 in Europe
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On Revisiting the Somme

…For dead men look me through and through

With their blind eyes, and mutely cry

My name, as I were one they knew

In that red-rimmed July;

Others on new sensation bent

Will wander here, with some glib guide

Insufferably eloquent
Of secrets we would hide –

Hide in this battered crumbling line

Hide in these promiscuous graves,

Till one shall make our story shine

In the fierce light it craves.

J. E. STEWART, 1918

WE STILL GO, AND SHOULD DO.

Predicting the coming waves of war tourism, WW1 Scottish 
soldier and poet J.E. Stewart indicates in his poem below ‘On 
Revisiting the Somme’ that the prospect of people visiting the 

battlefields feels too intrusive. 

Perhaps, though it seems contrary, what we should take from 
his poem is that we should continue to visit the battlefields, 

memorials and the graveyards; that we should never cease in 
our efforts to understand the war, and never stop trying to 

show it in that fierce light.

Stewart wrote two poems under the title  
‘Revisiting the Somme’.

The first begins ‘Silence befits me here’ and is a quiet 
remembrance of his friends. The second, sometimes known 
as ‘The Fierce Light’, is in a very different tone, anguished 

and angry, and already wary of the simplification, the 
sensationalising of the war he seems to predict will come.

BATTLEFIELD TOURISM HAD BEGUN EVEN 
BEFORE THE WAR ENDED

 
Family members came to see where their men had fallen, and to visit the 
graves of their dead. Since all military burials took place on foreign soil, 

there was no chance for the Scottish bereaved to have a funeral for their 
loved ones, and many families made the trip to Belgium or France to say a 

final farewell.

Pilgrimages to cemeteries were organised by societies such as the British 
Legion from 1919 onwards to assist the less well-off.

Veterans too were drawn back to the arena of their earlier struggles.

It is possible that Stewart returned to the Somme early in 1918 (he was 
killed in April). His battalion, the 8th Border Regiment, had been in front 

line trenches south of Thiepval on the 2nd of July, was at Beaumont 
Hamel, and in October, Stewart commanded a company during an attack 
on Pozières Ridge. He was awarded the Military Cross in the New Year’s 

Honours of 1917.

“Make our story 
shine In the fierce 
light it craves”

J.E. STEWART (1888-1918)
Scots Soldier & Poet, Officer,  
8th Border Regiment, WW1

From J.E. Stewart’s poem 
 ‘Revisiting the Somme’



Added to this, the technical developments in the weaponry used 
by all sides frequently caused such dreadful injuries that it was not 

possible to identify or even find a complete body for burial.

These factors were generally responsible for the high number of 
“missing” casualties on all sides and for the many thousands of graves 

for which the identity is described as “Unknown”.

In the early weeks of the war the British Army had no official register 
to whom these battlefield burials could be formally reported with a 

name and the location of the grave.

As a result, official war graves registration services were established 
by many of the fighting nations during or after the First World War.

The nations involved in the First World War chose to  
commemorate the missing with:

~ Memorial Walls with names carved in stone or etched in bronze. 

~  Monuments in battle sites to commemorate the individuals who 
are known to have died in that area but who have no known grave. 

~  An official tomb in which an “Unknown” burial had been selected to 
represent the thousands of unidentified war dead of that country 

Death on an unprecedented 
scale 1914 - 1918

The scale of casualties in the First World War was unprecedented. 
Conditions in the landscape often added to the number of casualties. Heavy, 

prolonged rain could turn the landscape into a sea of mud. Accounts by soldiers 
during the 1917 Battle of Passchendaele at Ypres tell of men drowning and 

disappearing in the waterlogged shell craters and deep, deep mud. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) 
honours the 1.7 million men and women of the 

Commonwealth forces who died in the First and Second 
World Wars and ensures that they will never be forgotten. 

Their work commemorates the war dead, from caring 
for our cemeteries and memorials at 23,000 locations in 
more than 150 countries and territories, to preserving of 

our extensive records and archives. 

To learn more about the CWGC visit their website  
www.cwgc.org

  The 9th Black Watch had gone 

into action with some 940 men. 

When it arrived at Philosophe at 

3.30 am only about 95 returned.
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Sir Edward Lutyens’ Memorial to the 
Missing of the Somme at Thiepval 

is the largest Commonwealth 
Memorial to the Missing in the world. 

It commemorates 72, 195 men who 
died at the Somme and have no 

known grave. This imposing structure 
ensures that those who fought and 
died there will never be forgotten.

McCrae is buried in CWGC Wimereux 
Communal Cemetery, Grave IV.H.3.

A memorial seat in the cemetery 
features four lines from the poem In 

Flanders Fields. The cemetery also has a 
commemorative plaque in his memory.


