
Memorials to Scots who fought on the Western Front in World War One

Across Flanders and France there are many memorials to those of all nations 
who fell in World War One. This map is intended to assist in identifying those for 
the Scots who made the ultimate sacrifice during the conflict.

Before we move to France and Flanders, let’s take a look at Scotland’s National 
War Memorial.  Built following World War One, the memorial stands at the 
highest point in Edinburgh Castle. Designed by Sir Robert Lorimer and funded 
by donations, the memorial is an iconic building. Inside are recorded the names 
of all Scots who fell in World War One and all subsequent 
conflicts while serving in the armed forces of the United 
Kingdom and the Empire, in the Merchant Navy, women’s 
and nursing services, as well as civilians killed at home and 
overseas.

 

Finding the memorials
The map on the next page shows the general location on the 
Western Front of the memorials for Scottish regiments or 
battalions. If the memorial is in a Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission Cemetery then that website will give you directions.

For other memorials and for road maps you could use an  
online map such as ViaMichelin.

What the memorials commemorate
The descriptions of the memorials in this list are designed to give you a brief 
outline of what and who is being commemorated. By using the QR code 
provided you will be taken to a website that will tell you a bit more. Don’t forget 
there are likely to be many more websites in various formats that will provide 
similar information and by doing  a simple search you may find one that is more 
suitable for your interest.

Are there other memorials?
Well, there probably are.  So if you know of a memorial to Scots who fell in World 
War One that is not mentioned here then please tell us.  
Put ‘Memorial Map’ into the subject field of your e-mail and send details to: 
learning@poppyscotland.org.uk 

mailto:learning%40poppyscotland.org.uk?subject=
https://www.snwm.org/
https://www.cwgc.org/
https://www.viamichelin.co.uk/
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Black Watch Corner
South West Corner of Polygon Wood, Iepers (Ypres), Belgium

The memorial, a statue of a WWI 
Black Watch Sergeant, was erected 
in May 2014 in memory of the 8,800 
members of the Black Watch who died and more than 20,000 
injured in World War One.  This particular site, known as Black 
Watch Corner, was chosen because it is where the remnants of 
the 1st Battalion Black Watch, and others including the Scots 
Guards and the Cameron Highlanders, made a decisive stand 
against a numerically superior German force in November 
1914, bringing the German advance towards Ieper (Ypres) to 
a halt.

The Scottish Memorial Frenzenburg
On Frezenberg Ridge between Ypres and Passchendaele

Erected by the people of Belgium in 2007, this memorial is dedicated to all Scots and 
all those of Scottish descent who fought in France and Flanders during WWI.  It also 
remembers those men of the South African Brigade who, throughout the war, fought 
with the Scots as part of the 9th (Scottish) Division. Nine steel silhouette figures were 
added to the memorial and unveiled at a ceremony in August 2017.

King’s Own Scottish Borderers Plaque

Memorial to the Highland Regiments
Buzancy Military Cemetery

Within Buzancy Military Cemetery 
is the 15th (Scottish) Division 
Memorial, put up by the Engineers of 
the French 17th Division in August, 1918.  The inscription on 
the memorial reads:

‘Ici fleurie toujours le glorieux chardon d’Ecosse parmi les 
roses de France’ which translates as ‘Here the glorious thistle 
of Scotland will always flourish amongst the roses of France’. 

Memorials to The Black Watch,  The Cameron 
Highlanders and The Glasgow Highlanders 
High Wood, Bazentin le Petit, Somme

The Black Watch and The Cameron Highlanders
The battle to take High Wood began on  
14 July 1916. Fighting was fierce and there was 
heavy loss of life before the British finally captured 
the position on 15 September 1916. There are several 
memorials to British regiments in the area, including 
this memorial shared by the Black Watch and the 
Cameron Highlanders. The double sided memorial 
is the same on both sides except for the different 
regimental badges and mottos.

The Glasgow Highlanders
Also in this same area is a cairn commemorating 
the 192 men of the Glasgow Highlanders who died 
in the fighting here. Constructed in 1972 it stands at 
5’7” high, the minimum height for recruitment to the 
Regiment.

A KOSB plaque was installed on the 
memorial and was unveiled at the 
same ceremony in August 2017.  
It is dedicated to all members of the 
King’s Own Scottish Borderers who 
died in WW1. 

https://glasgowunigreatwar.wordpress.com/2017/10/18/scottish-losses-of-passchendaele-commemorated-at-zonnebeke-memorial/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-a-cemetery/cemetery/27602/buzancy-military-cemetery/
http://www.ww1battlefields.co.uk/somme/high-wood/
http://www.inthefootsteps.com/Polygon-Wood-Black-Watch-Memorial.html


9th Scottish Division at Point du Jour
This memorial is dedicated to 
members of the 9th Scottish 
Division who fell during WWI.  The 
inscription reads ‘Remember with 
Honour the 9th Scottish Division 
who on the fields of France  
and Flanders - 1915-1918 - served well’. 
 

The London Scottish Memorial 
Between Wytschaete and Messines

In the form of a large Celtic Cross, the London Scottish 
Memorial stands between pine trees.  The central part of the 
cross, which gives it the Celtic appearance, is the London 
Scottish Regimental badge.  The memorial marks the place where the regiment held its 
ground on Halloween 1914 despite fierce fighting and heavy losses.  It commemorates 
all those from the London Scottish who fell during the war.

The Piper’s Memorial at Longueval
Somme

This 3 metre high memorial 
stands in the centre of 
Longueval opposite the 
village’s own war memorial. It is dedicated to all 
pipers who fell during the war. 
 
 
 

Flying Services Memorial,  Arras
Faubourg d’Amiens 
Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission 
Cemetery

The memorial commemorates almost 1,000 
airmen of the Royal Naval Air Service, the 
Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Air Force 
who were killed in action on the Western 
Front and who have no known grave. It was 
unveiled by Lord Trenchard, Marshal of the 
RAF in July 1932 
 
 

16th Battalion Royal Scots (McCrae’s 
Battalion) Memorial at Contalmaison

The cairn stands 
beside the church at 
Contalmaison village 
and was erected to  
commemorate 16th Battalion Royal Scots 
(McCrae’s Battalion). Famously raised by 
Colonel Geordie McCrae, the battalion was 
the first of the ‘football battalions’.  The 
battalion, like so many others, suffered 
heavy losses on the first day of the Somme. 
 
 

http://www.mccraesbattaliontrust.org.uk/
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/french-flanders-artois/memorial-arras-flying-services-memorial.htm
http://www.ww1battlefields.co.uk/flanders/messines/
http://delvillewood.com/cemeteries/9th%20Scottish%20Division%20Memorial.htm
https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/fra-pipers-memorial.html


Newfoundland Memorial Park,  
Beaumont Hamel

The land here was purchased by the 
Dominion of Newfoundland after 
the end of the First World War.  It is 
a large area in which you can still see 
the outline of trenches and some parts are still considered 
dangerous to walk.  Within the park there are 3 cemeteries, 
the memorial to the 51st Highland Division and many 
points of interest.  Standing on a rock looking out over the 
park is a Memorial to the Missing, a caribou, emblem of 

the Newfoundland Regiment. In total there are six identical statues in France and 
Belgium.

51st Highland 
Division Memorial at 
Beaumont Hamel
Within Newfoundland Park 

The kilted figure, based 
on Sergeant Major Bob Roan of the Glasgow 
Highlanders, stands facing east towards the village of 
Beaumont-Hamel, site of a major victory on  
13 November 1916 in the closing stages of the Battle 
of the Somme. 

On the front of the memorial is a plaque inscribed in Gaelic: ‘La a’Blair s’math n 
Cairdean’ which translates into ‘Friends are good on the day of battle’.

The steel figures added to the Frezenberg memorial in 2017.

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/overseas/first-world-war/france/beaumonthamel
https://51hd.co.uk/memorials/beaumont_hamel_memorial

